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Abstract

The state welfare card, commonly known as “the card for the poor”, is a large-scale
unconditional cash transfer programme implemented in Thailand since October 2017. However,
Thailand saw an increase in the national poverty rate from 7.87 percent to 9.85 percent between
2017 and 2018. This is the fourth increase in poverty incidence in the country in 30 years despite
mild economic growth, having no economic crisis, and large-scale cash transfer program. The
recent increase in poverty incidence in Thailand calls for better understanding of this policy and
the extent to which it affects poverty. In this context, regression discontinuity method is employed
to investigate the causal impacts of Thailand’s state welfare programme on monetary poverty. The
study finds that the programme does not increase total consumption expenditure, as intended. In
addition, the programme causes a decline in food expenditure. The underlying reason for the lack
of impact is possibly due to inclusion and exclusion errors. The findings underscore the need to

reconsider the programme at both design and implementation stages.

Keywords: state welfare card, poverty, government transfer

JEL Classification: 132, 138

1. Uni

“NITUIAANNLINAU” Lﬂuﬂ@zlﬁuﬁﬁﬂLmiwiﬂmmﬂﬁmqmu%mem Tudaavane
NANTET NN Mﬁqlmuqﬁmmﬁqﬁﬂmeﬁmmm'ﬁi@ﬂm@aﬂ (Neo-classical economics) a5y
nstaniuluaendng Ae ﬂi:‘lﬁﬂ‘ﬁﬂmmmmmﬂﬁqmqLﬂiﬁgﬁ%zmmmiﬂﬁqﬂuﬂ@'uﬁluj 18949AN

BATANENNALAzARAlAEa R LR nniInszana s le lilasulla wAARNTad1 “ Trickle-

down effect” (Adams, 2004; Besley &Burgess, 2003; Chen & Ravallion, 2008; Kalwij & Verschoor,

‘Corresponding Author, Address: Faculty of Economics, Ramkhamhaeng University, Room 711, ECB2, Hua Mak,

Bangkapi, Bangkok, Thailand, 10240. E-mail: wannaphong@ru.ac.th



Applied Economics Journal Vol. 29 No. 2 (December 2022)

2007; Akinci, 2018) TunsilaestssmAnasvmuntL n1sanANaInawintuannsa oA s

N1aAsHgNangnduAReuAfN1TIENEAIRIRANTTNNIGATI g RA T Idusasdndu (Labor-

|
A ¥

intensive activities) 8ULUEINIAINNTVLIENITAN9U 1A ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ%ﬂuﬁmLﬁugﬁumﬂﬂﬁw
IumrﬁﬁmeumﬁaLﬁﬂﬁqiﬂgﬂﬁwm nAu (Depletion of surplus labor) LSNP RRUE eI 991
fmﬂmmLﬁmﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁmammwmmamﬁw (11 NTANTTLNEES) mﬂ“\imﬂLﬂmﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁmammwmmam
449 (111 NIAGARIMNITHUATNIALING)

ag9lafinan nasasyALTanIGATENAesat1uREfeIa liamnInrdnaANeInauls

o '

vianua armgdauniiadumeszniaesyiiuianiarssgianiianiunszaniseginiarsegiale

q

a < = . Aao ° v . . = gy
megﬂwu\im@ﬂqumu‘mmm@ N lAuE 8280 (Marginalized people) M?@LL?\N’]LLVL?EJN@

'
] IS

(Unskilled labor) TidauidaniussuuiAs g Aa uu U Wl A ANMAUAINNIZTLIUNTHUW A9HA
Tiaoumasnatniealullseing (Within-country inequality) geaunazyinldtlsc@nininanenng

o

wstyulamnaAsgialunisanaNeInauanae Aqemeil S3una tnatanizetnggdlungulssme

d9

gnau agRasldNIRINITANLAN (Complementary policies) WaudlatlymiAauainauuazenszau

o

AN INTIATBIAUNANUABAINNITUIUNIIWENLI wlaLneuaBianiulude “Social protection

a

° o

programmes” lusay 100 RN f-i’mfmuiﬂmﬂmmﬁﬁuﬁuﬂﬂwﬁﬁﬂmmﬁy Tneamnzulauned
[Aeadesiunisineny n1sINBEuiey AINLALYLAZAIINANAS (International Labour
Organization, 2021) f?f')'m;i’]ﬂmiﬁﬂﬂ’]iﬁﬁ%mam Ag Program Kelaurga Herapan (PKH) 2184
szinmaninilide way Oportunidades (¥3@ Prospera) Tudseimnesingin d1usudsymealng luenn

P o o a Ay A aa P o o o o
VL@]NﬂquQ@Q@ﬂﬂq?LLUU@QLV’]iqZWLWﬂTQﬂLﬂﬂﬂmﬂiqﬂiﬂuﬂﬂ ﬂzmﬂui@@qﬂﬂq?@ﬁm\?ﬂiﬂ

al

[
v o o

Uz aa9LAIILI TITAAIAINE W.A. 2483 2ox LT W.o.U. nBwUERATZTNERAINT WiEUNE R
= o o a a A v o o \ o o X A

sanlfeannsdnadannisuuuinaadesiunisneu i Useiudann wazneanud1seaaeadn

?z a a =) o o o ajl o a ¥ 4 ¥
uanaINtiu IngALAsgNalull w.A. 2540 g lldnsdnssnasuadainisgeanaiunn uaznislii
adannisuuudouniin Tiun wandseiuganin uazidloaussn usu

a A a o al

n13leuRuvidananidu (Cash transfer programme) nanaidusinsnisuani I lunsuila
ToymiauainaululssmAn I aewmun muﬁﬁwmw%uiﬁﬁnmm@mmm%qmmrﬁ; (Causal
impacts) 124lATaN1smalunananiu 13inwuﬂummmwi@mmmﬂw‘wwmegﬁ@ (Monetary
poverty) NMIANH GUNIW HAZNNIANNUIBIET I TUANTIELUAS AINNITANHIIITUNITHA LI
165 TUNILATILHNANILNUADINITIARITIUT 8RS (Cash transfers) ”Lﬁ’ﬁuqmmmmm%ﬁ@u
o 1 = =2 1 yé £
AUk 52 1A3ang sendnell a.A. 2000 D ALA. 2015 Tunguilszmangldniuazaalaliunans
Bastagli et al. (2019) WL41 S1UAREAIUNIN (AU 25 TUAN 26 TUNANEITRINANTLNLLRINT

FPATIRUTELNADFADILAUNNT MEANLTINNA) WLIINITARTT RUTILLUADTIEAAAINNEINAUNI

3



4

97704 ANALIIFAY

° o

wsmgnialdateiitedAty Ineszivaesanldaenanuasaiiinauszdng 2.8 Tv 33 qaulafidus

o

12
o ! o a A A

UANAINTU SNUIRLANUIL 23 TUAINTIIUNA 25 T SINLIINITIADTTRUTI A RAINa A1 Tdane

1
o o o o aw

Tununaa i aiindveteldadn Aty duiueuisenldnunansznuedaidadAnyaesiasenis
daaaeeeigiun1sdnasstaamaetuidunanIaInAn T IeIN1seenLLLIATINITATNIS
o a 1 o a 1 A dl v a U k% 1 CIJ a

AHulATINg W A uuRudawdendeniull AruariuazauliadianalunsTauku uay

= = o
ﬂ’]iLﬂ@ﬂuLLﬂ@\iwqmﬂﬁN‘H@\‘iﬂi"’JLi@‘L&

2. TasanstinsadIaAnIsuesgansineg
Tm\‘immwuﬁﬂwﬁmfi@ﬁm?LLmi‘“ﬂ FugaumilaresszuunisdnszGunuuddnnseiing
(National e-Payment) Tuigunanatenisrens qunslasn 1wl w.a. 2559 Hn13dnassiutasinae
WriudRneldven (dymalne feng 18 TAull uasiduginsnuieisegldlifiu 100,000 1mse
) 191 7.7 a1ueu Inadnasskduldluanse “AfuRE” 419U 3,000 U TdugRae il
30,000 uwsiatl uaz 1,500 U WugRselaNINA91 30,000 LW we kLA 100,000 U
antasenisaanzidews U w.a. 2559 unldglasenisaenzidaus O w.a. 2560 Tnad

o o o a

rnlszasAinednringrudeyadiuadannisidednateasudauuazsaiiioq uaziiesenting

Q

D

o a o o

adaAnsszandaians sudununaesandn “Unsadannisuiedy” Tasanislud w.a. 2560 Ans
= a ' a Vo =~ - - . . o Ya
wanuulasssazidaanisanaduliiudszains wazdnasiininoet (Criteria) 1898NazlA50
adannis Reuladsznaudon n1slidtyanslne eng 18 Jawld dnssuvzedsgldniaaulud w.e.
2559 ‘311 100,000 U T TVFaRNNERUN9N19R8U ([LENFUIANT 4aNBaNAY AN 5.0.4.
WU M318199uid) sauduwladinn 100,000 un Taidwdrveanssud@ns luadanisuninegmin
- [y = ° a o o aa a Iy a a

ngung visavniudngesazinisninuntunsesiagadt (Mhuuazdatlgnaing dsan

adanni1snldfuaziiy “eedn’ lunnsgeuAiainitussinyszansy videiuiiau 1 7
nazngasnladinuue giselAdennda 30,000 unsiel azlaFuseRuwing 300 U vselheu gH
s1¢/lANNNN91 30,000 U WA LAY 100,000 U9 Az lAs149E8% 200 UNNADLASY WaNANTIL £
a5uAsaLa/An3a WA 500 unsaLRal ANTDlAEA1T VAR, 500 unsatal AN Tad1790 W 500
umsamau e lAfudouanAfingasuaInFIuingzneenalunuLe 45 1 sl 3 wiew Tae
Tt w.e. 2560 Hifaenziileaundn 14.2 Auau uazderinndi 11.10 duau

- 9 a oA A oa v a a \ A o

93 Sgunalfeanuinsnisasuinedosmae fise ldiesiads 1w Tasanislinengnriu

nAig (leFuneRuiisnmn € miugidnsautagsenig m3450mma‘wzLﬁﬂuLﬁfaM@ammﬁﬁgLﬁmlﬁu

melslasanisineflan 6etiu lunquiiinis faeeny gilhasabas wisednunamedoulalalut w.a.



Applied Economics Journal Vol. 29 No. 2 (December 2022)

' £
o a

2560 ¥in R A FuTRaiuAn 3.1 d1uaw Aedl aruaudlasuiinglul w.a. 2561 auiu 14.2 a1
AL

ZI/ U A o o a ] A vl v

UANANUU FEMINRUTUIAN 2561 - TuENEU 2562 ANsaanunsnstaamaaiisng s

desisANEuTRsadann1suedy dsznaudas nisussimniszanliinmu fsnaase (dnsudld

° o

I lsiifin 230 umsepiaFausamon) wazilszln (Ausudnaandiszatinlaifiug 100 umse

I\ a

o A 1 A o 1 ¥ 1 = v o v o 1 A o
ATITDURADLADY) mmuuwumﬂm’mmmmﬂﬂsl,‘wﬂumm@um AL IV LT IR RIS ES TGP

o o o Y 1 A 1 1 ¥ o o ¥ -ﬂld Y v 1 A
Snnenuaduiuggeans waznisdasinaea i udniudgeengnisnelates ludousneu
NUANRLE - e e 2562 Sgunaldayna ligDetnadannisuieigainnsanaIuanaanuiain

1Tmsler

3. §2Ll8UA6IRE

NuAn IR UszasAiielsziiunansznuLdsanineg (Causal impact) 1891iR9ad@nng

uiiesy FaEnsulunounaIAN W.A. 2560 AEANEINAUNIUATEFNA (Monetary poverty) Taeidn
o o a o L2 o o

anner ldanaeedn lifutnsadannisuiedy atelsfinnu widrdrdneuatfuviean i lfinude

a9

| v
a o

ﬁqmummﬂumi"lﬁi“uﬁmmr?maﬂﬁiLLmé"j’lumizﬁﬁifmmmmwgﬁ@LL@:ﬁmmmﬂ%ﬁ@u LA
= 1 rdl Yas o o a 1 o 1 v a d?j ] .
I w.a. 2561 wswgnisniyrnalasutnsadannisuiadyldlfiina uuuugn (Randomly assigned)

ininnsszilunansenuidsamnaeslassnisinldenuazanaintloyun Selection bias Aaemail

I
o A

uANETUHA gz au3539aTe Regression Discontinuity Design (RDD) taf luiloyunansi
BNANATLANNNNTUTLAUNANTENL

RDD 1sznausas 3 49U A 1) a score 2) a cut-off Laz 3) treatment and control groups
o o - A4 A o« \ ' i . & . X oA o
ATUTLAVULINAB score (UTALILNDNDELININ running variable #98 forcing variable) hLW@ﬂwumm

dl o Yo a 1 o 1 1 1 ildl Yo o o a

cut-off waz cut-off Ngnnnuaasldinduinlszansausinainazeg lunqudnlasuiinsadannig
witedg (Fandn treatment group) ise ki liurinsadamnisusiedy (Fandn control group) Aaatnaaes
RDD 111 %NGB UL AUNUIANENRENILULNAR DL TININLUNAL LA ATLUL HAN9E1919 0 D9 100
(AZUULAR running variable) ¥ninFeulAziLLN1INngn 50 2wl (AzWWURN 50 Ae cut off) azlATy

@

=2 = A dl o A tdl WM Yo o o 3
NUNITANN (ﬂuﬂﬁ?ﬁﬂ‘]ﬂ"‘lﬁ@ treatment mm:wummumiﬂm‘unuﬂm control) AAAIATY VDN RDD n

q o

v 1
A 1

Aad1 TuLisinisey ) qm cut off (W3BF8NI1 “bandwidth”) 1s2anna9a 2 £9 (M9FILATNINUNUD
cut off) azflansue (Characteristics) wdauiunisznis anidunislasy treatment (Cattaneo et

al., 2018; Cattaneo et al., 2020; Imbens & Lemieux, 2008; Lewis, 2020)

5



6 27704 ANALILTAY

#1150 Identification strategy 11 nviual Useannsianuwan n wdie Tae i =1, 2, 3...n WA
azuaed score/running variable X; inuuali X e cut-off uiagnesszainsnden X; = X,
Aa treatment group (T = 1) wazmaeh Xi < XO Aa control group (T = 0)

fuusliusiaz uniti 8 2 nadndTdulld Ao Y uaz V2 dndu nadwsfidunaldne

Y2 if X; <X,

Yi=1,1

a Ao

NAANTLRAEN ﬂLﬂﬁﬂﬁ (Observed average outcome) Tunsdind cut off Aa
0 .
E|Y°|x;| if X; <X,
EIGIX] = i
ElYHX] if Xi=X,
1 a 0 1 ] o ,
el aunenLzen E[Yl Xi| waz E|Y; [X;]| 9 duiaridunnnes (Regression
function) Tagl identifying assumption 284 RDD 11 nnvua lFnedesfeidulan s uuuseLiias

(Continuous) 0 XO

vandeaundiniduase limE[Y;|X; = x] — lim E[Y;|X; = x] =
xlxg xTxo

£

E[Yl1 — Yiole- = xo] fars nansEnURiAWwInIgae RDD viteAn T aviZansassil
T = E[Y - Y°1X; = x]
T = E[Y]X; = x0] = E[Yi0|Xi = xo]

annmanlflszifiunansznurestinsadannisuaigfagds RDD aunsaidaudaannisi (1)
Yi=1T; + g(X) + (1)

e Y Ae uaansnaula (Aldane) T Ae dummy variable Awindy 1 vy treatment

group laz 0 winiilu control group g A Warfdu polynomial 229 X (Running variable) U Aa error

term waz T AD N@ﬂizmmmu‘iﬂmﬂﬁmmf?mﬁmﬂmﬁg (Treatment effect)

[

anni1sdnasiugnAIuIninIely bandwidth (Narrow window) 981 <] 9/ cut-off 98 N3

szanauanniai (1) § 3 Tumnew sail



Applied Economics Journal Vol. 29 No. 2 (December 2022)

1. Uszinnaes Kernel (‘5’11/1% (Weights) 189s9ud9) Inedseinnaas Kernel AFsuanudey
unfigae Triangular Kerel Foilunstszanaiilimindy observations filndriuan
cut-off unnufluiien 11 bandwidth Afnvua 1 rectangular kernel arlrinmin Ay
observations 11 | 11 (Skovron & Titiunik, 2015)

2. 1AANANITBNANNNINIUIN (Polynomial) lugaunisnanas RIS UR AN 7 (T FuFLvil
1199 894) axlAsuANTgNNINAIN ‘mnLﬂummiwumN@’Vuﬁwﬁq%ﬁﬁnd’1 “Local linear
regression” MNANNIWIWINEUALIABIAZFENTN “Local quadratic regression”

3. MMUAAIINNG19T9Y bandwidth Tnadnfuatsin’ld Data-driven bandwidth selection

algorithm 91111359 15% mean square error (MSE) mﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ?:mmﬁmﬁ’ﬂﬂﬁqm

fevfu nrsdneniiluninaienfeanldanerey araiiagsey 7 sneusinaglafutimg
Mmﬁﬂmm\ii‘“ﬂmﬂuﬂwﬁmL?mﬂﬂ@mwmﬁ@iﬁé’uﬁmm%ﬁmiLwi\ﬁ”g Running variable A83ZAL
meldrenusief] Sty 100,000 L taefideauniidn yanafiagsan | inuafenanadanmous
wieuriunnisznis andunistietinsadannisumedy

= Xo oo o a o o A = =
<11uﬂm:r’]uslm"ﬂm\l@@’mﬂ’]?ma"mmw:Lﬂ‘i‘lﬁﬂ’ﬂLL@:ZNV’]N%I@W?QLiﬂu"ﬂ'ﬂ\‘iﬂ W.A. 2561 93

a d9
1

WunnsdnsaniaFaunldiiudaunuaesiszanau (National representative survey) NguFaaEn
198U 52,000 AFaisau Tnelull w.a. 2561 Ansdraadayaniuaeliuazanldans Rsvinldanunsg
nnlianzilss@ninimaeslassnistinsadannisuieiyfaeds RDD 6

sautlsanunaula dsznaudae Arldanaisnun Arldanenantsgiinatilng Anldane

D

o =

ﬁl dl 1 Y o [ 1 Y ZJ/ U Y dl
ANUITHRZLATAIAN LL@:ﬂqIﬂ@’]ﬂ@quL@ZH’]@‘U guiuAlananunInan sy WuaAnld[ana e

AnldaneMidusa13u (In-cash expenditure) wazAnldanaflaidusdia3u (In-kind expenditure)

refldiduiRuinidudnldareigneuwuuasunnlaiuantaenlalla ldturesnuedlunis

Anlda

19 F9g1agannsldanaRuRadann1sunedy o usain nasldanalaeldadannisilaiuann

a ¥

= = y A P so & X o= o o a L
uwlauneau sautanslanndsduanlneisau AU TUUHIANEN N@ﬂ?Z‘Vl‘LI‘]Jﬂ\‘i‘LIl?]ﬁ‘@']@ﬂﬂﬁ?l,m\ﬁ‘i

'
A o

ARAINEINAUNLATHTNA SaanaAnlganeianuadanaqtesinenrafusefuAINHL

'
a val

RN

a v v
H9e/lsdas

=
4. NANTSANEN
dupauLINIaINITANEALe RDD Aanisnadautloyu Manipulation Taiflunnmagavuis

Arsduldldnyanaazinisidasundaseeldine lWNEns ldsuineadannisumedy doym

. . d’/ a 4?-, wi Yo o v a ] o U 4 dl o e‘d‘ ¥
Manipulation 4 814LN @‘ﬂuﬁ’mQimﬁ_l‘i_lGl?@%@@ﬂ’]ﬁ‘LL“M\'li‘ﬁi’lﬁ"]'i.l@'l\']‘lﬂu’]LﬂEI'Jﬂ‘LILﬂmsVI‘V]’QSELT

7



8

97704 ANALIIFAY

nuuanslRsuTnsadannsuieiguariiavna N soazilaeuwl aaszausels dusulasenis
o o a ] [ Z// = o a v v o v dd‘ 1
tnsadannisueigiu Anstvuninueiine@eaindunnneinanuasldrzdunels (ludanum)
da o . A v Ao o C wa
1e9yAnanivangudniau Al Aadullldeiniazifiaymn Manipulation atslsfinin arunsn
mm@muﬂzym”l.rﬁmnﬂwrﬂmim‘mwﬁwmmﬁqmm‘@u y cut-off (n1w# 1) Taaoyun
manipulation AZALVIAUANNANUANFANAINTALAL (Pronounced jump) 381 °] cut-off (sziusals

100,000 Un) Annnd 1 ldwutlymssnana

Manipulation Testing Plot

.00001
1 1

Density
2.00e-06 4.00e-06 6.00e-06 8.00e-06

T T T
50000 100000 150000 200000
Annual income (Baht)

a0 1 Manipulation test

NI o v
nxn: A lneiden

el TiToyun Manipulation sru@nenlauansnanislszaimann RDD lunnd 2 Tae

2

Wansaunansznuly 4 Anu dsenaudae 1) Arldaneviannn 2) Arldaralunsgdinauiing 3)

o a

dansguiuenins uag 4) Anldaadmiuenguuazuaanaged A aIWluN NLAANTN AL

3.

' [ o a o

dl ' ‘dy dl % % W‘d‘ % 1 % Eldl 1 Yo o
ERALTEUINNNUNNINAN UL E (gmimuummmmmmﬁ) BATATUUIN (Q‘V]VLNVLW?‘]_I‘]_IGI?

49

Al
o a 1 s I3 1 s 1 7 %’/ 1 k7 dl a
atanAn17uasy) annwliviuranunnsinszessziuAn ldaneisan Aldanaienisglinasinn

' o a

wazAnldanadmiuanguuazueanaged sau | cutoff (318l 100,000 umnsiell) atinafitizdAty

€l

3 [ 1 Y1 v 90// ! yd‘ Yo o v a 1o dj 3 [ LS| o
Ansumn I danaAueN 91U Wumgwimuummmmmmig @aldnauaiane leratlun1seanuun)

N v L ey o o o a e X = S VT o a o
HA1 @f;m']’]HVIVLNVLWQQ‘]JWT@Q@@H']?LLM\W‘S AVEILUF U qqmqﬂq?ﬂ@?ﬂiul,u@\?muqq uﬁ]immmﬂﬂﬂmwﬁ

12 i
=< =

eluudandunivsaunundnglseasraasiasanisldseyld



Applied Economics Journal Vol. 29 No. 2 (December 2022) = 9

Panel A. Monthly total expenditure (Baht) Panel B. Monthly consumption expenditure (Baht)
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