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From Tradition to Modernity:
The In-Between Space in Japanese Dwellings

Waricha Wongphyat*
Department of Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University

waricha.arch@gmail.com

Abstract

Since Meiji Restoration, Japan bacame a modernizing state, which rapidly embraced Western civilization
and advancement of knowledge, technologies as well as architecture. Furthermore, such natural
disasters as earthquakes and the defeat in the World War Il accelerated the pace of the country’s
transformation, both its physical aspects; urbanization and development of infrastructure and facilities,
and its cultural aspects; ideology and way of life. Despite the enormous changes, the Japanese
dwellings reveal essential qualities and spirit of tradition handed down for generations.

This article aims to clarify the evolution of the Japanese dwellings focusing on architectural elements,
functions, and interpretations of the in-between space. Methodologically, the study is based on
literature review and field surveys of the case studies, which include minka or people’s house (e.s.
farmer’s houses, merchant’s houses), teahouses at Katsura Imperial Villa (e.g¢. Gepparo, Shokintei),
and the residential architecture designed by Yoshiji Takehara. The transformation of the in-between
space—from “the clear-cut and contrasting nature of engawa and doma” of minka to “the new
composition of the in-between space” as evident in the teahouses of Katsura Rikyu and to “the new
interpretation and interrelation of the in-between space” illustrated in the houses designed by
Takehara aptly portrays the collective attempts to inherit essential characters of the in-betweenness
of the Japanese dwellings in the evolving context.

Keyword: In-between space, Japanese dwellings, minka, Katsura Imperial Villa,
residential architecture designed by Yoshiji Takehara

* Assistant Professor, Ph.D.
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