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Architectural Style of Coconut Orchard
Vernacular Houses in Ko Pha Ngan,
Surat Thani

Nararak Sombatthong
School of Architecture and Design, Walailak University

snararak@wu.ac.th
Abstract

Modern tourism that comes with capitalist society and economy led to changes in the way of life of
the people in Ko Pha Ngan, Surat Thani Province. As a result, vernacular houses of the coconut
orchard areas on the island were dismantled or modified from the original condition. This research
is an attempt to record the essential features of these coconut orchard vernacular houses, using the
framework of vernacular architecture research methodology. The study was based upon five vernacular
houses selected as case study, then evaluated and summarized.

The study reveals that the coconut orchard vernacular houses in Ko Pha Ngan were defined by
functional consideration based upon social and cultural requirements, together with site-specific
environmental conditions. The houses were located nearby each other to provide supportive
relationship in communities, while the layout and orientation of the houses in the north-south axis
was climatically defined to enhance natural ventilation and protection from direct sunlight. These
houses were lifted above ground and place on columns, enclosed on all sides with wooden partitions.
The roof slope is less apparent resistance to the wind and the rain. The building was made of local
wood that can be found in the island. The characteristics of the houses represent valuable local
wisdom in architecture and construction of Pha Ngan people.

Keyword: Architectural Style, Vernacular Architecture, Coconut Orchard Houses, Southern House,
Ko Pha-ngan, Surat Thani
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