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The Study of Trees along Streets and
Canals in Rattanakosin Area
during the Reign of King Rama V

Assoc. Prof. Chamree Arayanimitskul
Department of Landscape Architecture, Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University

Chamree.A@Chula.ac.th

Abstract

This study focuses on historic trees along streets and canals in Rattanakosin Area. The time frame is
during the reign of King Rama V, the period of urbanization, construction of roads, canals and many
public facilities, based on the Western influence. The area of study is in Rattanakosin Area covered
from east bank of Chaophraya River to Banglamphu Canal.

The study is based on the analysis of archival documents, old maps and photographs. The information
and materials gave names and planting concepts. The royal decrees and writings on landscape
planning and trees planting of King Rama V represent his vision of Bangkok’s modern urban landscape.
The objectives of planting were mainly for beautification, creating shaded area and natural environment
of the city. There were varieties of both native and exotic plants, flowering and fruit trees. Mostly
are large, woody, long-lived trees such as Tamarind, Mahogany, Rain Tree and Jackfruit. Findings also

include quantity, planting procedure, tree spacing, sources, tree preparation, and maintenance.

The study analyzes urban tree concepts, which could be a guide for heritage trees conservation in
Rattanakosin Area and other historic sites. The use of trees is one of historical elements and
interpretation of old town urban landscape.

Key words: Rattanakosin, King Rama V, Trees, Streets, Canals
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