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Thai Architectural Design of

Phra Saroj Rattananimman (Saroj Sookhayang)
: Architectural Contextualism and
Inspirational Archetypes

Pathomroek Wongsaengkham
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Abstract

Phra Saroj Rattananimman (Saroj Sookhayang) was one of the pioneers of modern architecture in
Thailand. During his entire career (1920-1950), he designed numerous architectural works deem
important to Thailand’s modern architecture. While his oeuvres vary greatly in style, this paper
focuses on those of traditional Thai style, which he co-designed with other Thai architects, thereby

simultaneously and seamlessly expressing traditional Thai and modern styles.

This research reveals the ideas behind Phra Saroj Rattananimman’s work, which were commonly
applied to all of his traditional Thai-style buildings. It identifies two key ideas: (1) reference to the
buildings’ sites — the surrounding buildings, regulating axes, functions, visual perspectives; and (2) the
use of historical buildings as an inspiration.

Keywords: Thai Architecture, Phra Saroj Rattananimman, Saroj Sookhayang, Architectural History,
Modern Architecture
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