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Abstract

Kalpana Ruen (House Endowment) is a long-standing tradition that has been practiced by Thais of
all social classes, due to the belief in the concept of rebirth derived from Buddhism, Brahmanism
and animism. Consequently, Kalpana Ruen for public interest is considered a way to make merit for
the deceased owner of the house. This research aims to shed light on a “Kalpana Phra Tumnak (royal
residence endowment)”, which was practiced among royalty in the early Rattanakosin period and
has resulted in all the royal residences being changed function and relocated from the Grand Palace
to other places according to each king’s consent in three different instances: 1) “Tuek Royal Residence”
was endowed to Wat Rachada Thisatan, 2) “Green Royal Residence” was endowed to Wat
Ammarinthararam and 3) “The Complex of Red Royal Residences”, found three: one Red Royal
Residence and Moon Monthian Palace both located at Wat Khemapirataram and the other Red Royal
Residence, which relocated to National Museum. Furthermore, as soon as the endowment was

performed, the ownership of the residence would fall on the recipient immediately.

The research methodology reviewed the relevant literature. Field trips and photogrammetry the case
studies. To be attributed to the data reviewed for the architectural drawing in the comparative

analysis.

The findings of this research suggest that Kalpana Ruen is “a type of architectural conservation
exclusive to Thailand” which emphasize more on the spiritual value rather than merely maintaining
the physical heritage. Relocating to a new use through charitable contribution ideas Consider the
new location from being a temple patronized by the former owner. Adapting function from size and
hierarchical ornamentations by keeping the symbols related to the hierarchy and identity of the
building, resulting in the roof and the house having well-preserved. On the other hand often add

usability in the basement for a new function. As a result, the former Ruen is still used.
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