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The Role of Phaya Blessing in the Way of life of Isan People
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ABSTRACT

The objective of the research article were 1) to collects categories and formats
of the blessing adages used in Thailand’s northeastern region, 2) to study their categories,
roles of the blessing adages to northeast Thais’ ways of life and their values.
The samples used in this research were 108 monks and 170 lay people. The research
tools were the observation form and the interview form. The present research results
by descriptive analysis.

The present research results by descriptive analysis. 1. There are two categories
of the blessing adages, common and formal categories. The first one is used in intimate
occasion, another one in the special, formal setting. In other words, they can be divided
into three types according to recipients’ genders and ages, and occupations. Stylistically,
there are two models of bestowing the blessing adages, in poetic verses and proses.
The second model can be divided into two contextual settings, namely used in
general and ceremonial settings. 2. Roles and values of the blessing adages to ways of
northeast Thais’ life have been found that they believe in souls (the life after demise)
and ghosts of various types, as well as happiness. In the economic context, the blessing
adages reflect on roles and values of occupations of rice farming, plant farming,
gardening, fishery, weaving and trading. In the social context, they reflect on roles and
values of their ways of life as the practice of their unity living that enables human beings
to get along with natures and various environments in order to lessen their social tension
in social statuses, including enjoying their funny and joyful life styles. In traditional and
cultural context, they reflect on roles and values of traditions and culture of birth,
morale boosting, ordination, household leading, demise, and monthly merit-makings and

fourteen mores.

Keywords : 1. Role 2. Phaya Blessing 3. Life Style
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