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The Sustainable Tourism Development of Ratchaburi
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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1)
study the sustainable tourism development of
Ratchaburi and Samut Songkhram provinces
2) study the factor affecting the sustainable
tourism development of Ratchaburi and
Samut Songkhram provinces and 3) propose
the guidelines for the sustainable tourism
development of Ratchaburi and Samut
Songkhram provinces. This research was
conducted by using mixed methods which
combined the qualitative and quantitative
researches. The qualitative research was
conducted by participatory observation and
in-depth interviewing of 42 key informants who
were the key roles participants that determined
the direction of tourism management in the
public sector, private sector and other groups
of locals and the tourism entrepreneurs selected
by purposive sampling. The data were analyzed
by analytic induction and interpretation. The
quantitative research was conducted by the
samples of 324 respondents comprising the
entrepreneurs of tour sites, retail sellers, boat
drivers and Thai tourists who were selected
by accidental sampling. The sample size was
obtained by the method of unidentified size of
population of Cochran’s formula. The tool for
data collection was rating scale questionnaire
and data were analyzed by percentage, mean,
standard deviation and stepwise regression

analysis.
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The research findings were as follows:

1) The sustainable tourism development
of Ratchaburi and Samut Songkhram provinces
in overall was at the high level ( = 3.65),
the highest mean was the aspect of image
creation and promotion ( = 3.72), followed by
the aspect of development of management
mechanism ( = 3.66), the aspect of development
of infrastructure ( = 3.60) and the aspect of
development of the quality of products, potential
and travel services ( = 3.59), respectively.

2) The factors affecting the sustainable
tourism development in Ratchaburi and Samut
Songkhram provinces at significant of 0.01 level
consisted of b variables, the benefit receiving, the
tourist attractions engagement, the evaluation
participation, the cultural sustainability and the
tourism policy (F = 137.590, p value = 0.000). These
5 variables could explain the variation of the
sustainable tourist development of Ratchaburi
and Samut Songkhram provinces by 70.20
percent (Adjusted R Square = 0.7020).

3) The proposed guidelines for the
sustainable tourism development of Ratchaburi
and Samut Songkhram provinces consisted of
8 aspects. (1) promoting the cooperation of public
sector, the private sector and the community
to define policies including operational planning
(2) integrating the security for life and property
of travelers (3) improving the laws related to
traveling and facilitate effective management
of tourism (4) promoting the community
participation in the planning together to
prevent mistakes in the tourism management (5)

developing the quality of products, potential and
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travel services (6) strengthening the capacity
of tourist site sustainable on base culture (7)
improving the participation of beneficiaries of
the people especially in the long-term economic
benefit (8) conserving the natural environment,
remain by improving conditions of the area,
suitable for tourism, the landscape in the area
were not destroyed by tourists as well as waste
management in area attraction to prevent the

problems of tourist attractions decadence.

Keywords: Tourism, Sustainable Tourism,

Tourism Development
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