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Comparative Analysis of the Courtship Role plays
in the Lakorn Nok Phra Abhai Mani
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to

study: 1) the roles and patterns of courtship in
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Phra Abhai Mani, a Lakorn Nok play, between
Phra Abhai Mani and the (converted) giantess
following the formation of Teacher Lamul
Yamakup, and between Phra Abhai Mani, the
mermaid and Lawengwanla by the pattern
of Thanpuying Paew Sanithwongseni. 2)
comparative analysis of the courtship role plays
Elements of the show And dance postures in
the Lakorn Nok Phra Abhai Mani.

The results were as follows: 1) there
are two categories of courtship patterns in the
dramatic performance: the sitting and standing
courtship postures. The dancing postures are
accompanied by Naphat, lyrics and dialogues.
2) The dance movements by courtship in the
Lakorn Nok, Phra Abhai Mani are differentiated
due to the roles of the characters e.g. the
courtship between Phra Abhai Mani and the
ocean giantess are composed of the dancing
movements in accordance with the traditions
of Thai dance preforming art. The courtship
dancing gestures are in close contacts, which
are significantly special e.g. the courtship
followed by the lyrics. The heroine (female
character) approaches, courts, seduces and
invites the hero (male character). The courtship
is going to be accompanied by Naphat, Lom
Song and Tranon Song. The female character
performs the courtship to the male character:
moving towards the male character, fondling
his chin, rubbing his thigh, hugging him and
sitting on his lap. On the contrary, the courtship
between Phra Aphai Mani and the mermaid is
characterized as the eye-contact courtship. The

dancing gestures follow the roles according to
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the language of the dancing performance in
the lyrics. The postures demonstrate emotions,
countenances and eye sights to show affection
and shyness. The courtship between Phra Abhai
Mani and Lawengwanla is the lyrical or verbal
courtship. The dance postures of the male
character are characterized in accordance with
the lyrics and dialogues. The dance gestures
were invented according to the script and the
characters. The dance postures of the female
character are influenced by the western dance
performing art combined with the natural

human gestures.

Keywords: Courtship Role plays, Lakorn Nok,
Phra Abhai Mani
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The Appearance of Superstition Rituals in Khon Performance.
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Abstract

The Purposes of this research were to
study: 1) the superstitious beliefs in the royal
literature Ramayana through the Ramayana
version of King Taksin, King Rama 1, 2 and 6
that has been existed in the Khon performance.
2) the dance postures accompanying with the
ritual in Khon performance towards episode of
Ravana makes acid sand burning the angel’s
image and 3) Kabillapat spear plated from the

royal literature Ramayana in Ramayana versions
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of King Taksin, King Rama 1, 2 and 6.

The research results were firstly; the
superstitious beliefs in the royal literature
Ramayana is a belief of the worship of god
according to the Brahmin principle and a
significance of Buddhism principle which are
believed in white and black magic. Secondly,
the ceremony is the only once made and
appeared in the Khon performance episode of
Ravana makes acid sand burning the angel's
image and Kabillapat spear plated. Thirdly, the
white and black magic belief is considered
as doing a good thing and doing a bad thing
and represents a cause and motivation as well
as essential elements which are used in the
worship ceremony such as the house ceremony,
red flower, soil from 7 places and color of
worship ceremony and bonfire. In addition, the
ritual making can be divided into 3 procedures:
the introduction to the worship ceremony;
being worked on the worship ceremony and
the leaving from the worship ceremony.
Furthermore, the choreography for Na Phat
songs represents a superstition belief in order to
meet the holiness of the worship ceremony. The
Na Phat Brahman song is used for representing
the condition of the priest entering to the
worship ceremony. The Tra Sun Ni Bat song
is also used in the ceremony representing the
holiness song. Dancers must concentrate and
pay respect on movement expression. It is a
dance pattern that has been inherited until it
becomes a convention of Khon performance.
When bring it up for the show and setting

scenery according to the story, it is considered

273

as a convention of Khon performance. Finally,
the leaving worship ceremony has 3 categories:
1. Success ceremony 2. Failed ceremony due to
breaking the rule (using the Na Phat Brahman to
leave the ceremony) and 3.Destroying ceremony
(using the Cherd song). However, the use of Na
Phat song in the Khon performance depends on
the script writer who has the well-knowledge
in Khon performance.

Keywrods : Appearance, Superstition Rituals,

Khon Performance
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