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Abstract

Holwichai and Kawee the Musical is a composition tribute to King Rama I, the great poet of
Rattanakosin Period who originally wrote Holwichai and Kawee as a script for male drama. The Composition
has been presented in the form of musical theatre which uses each character’s moods and feelings as well
as the atmosphere of each scene to determine the frame and approach in composing and arranging music.

The musical context consists of types of love, such as between two siblings, a man and a woman,
or even animals, as well as conflicts between different characters in this folktale which are the key features
which allow the musical to have many distinct emotions. Each of the main character in this composition
has a main theme to show their uniqueness and help listeners to easily follow the storyline and
characters. Each main theme will be developed using various techniques such as augmentation and
diminution to signify the situation the character is facing.

The composition contains instrumental numbers and vocal numbers, totaling 14 movements with
performance time of approximately 50 minutes. The composer wishes to present this Thai folktale using
Western music as universal language to convey the story to audiences of all origins and to promote Thai
literature in the form of musical theatre with English lyrics in International music scene to reach the
international level.
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