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ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the evolution and contributions of the Amateur Khon in the Rattanakosin.
The data is collected by ways of documentation, interview, observation, and researcher’s experience,
focusing in Rattanakosin period (1782-2018). The results reveal that Khon is produced by merging mainly 4
Thai arts 1) Karn-La-Len-Kong- Louang (Thai Court Play) 2) Shak-Nak-Duk-Dum-Ban (The Holy Water
Ceremony) 3) Krabi-Krabong (Thai Martial Arts) and 4) Nang-Yai (Thai Shadow Play), all of this Thai arts don’t
perform by performer but perform by soldiers chamberlains and vassals. During the reign of King Rama |,
there was Krom Khon (Khon department) responsible for training and performing that has some professional
Khon performers but not much, so when they had big ceremony, they still had to assemble Amateurs for
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performing. Until 1932, Thailand is changed from monarchy to democracy and improves education system
and establishes the institute to produce professional Khon performer and teacher, which are the Collage
of Dramatic Arts and Bunditpatanasilpa Institute in present day. Later in the reign of King Rama IX, His
Majesty the King and Queen love and support Khon until it becomes Raja- Niyom (Royal Admiration),
therefore both public and private organizations are producing their own Khon to honor King Rama IX. Each
organization have a different objective. Based on an active organization survey, it has 7 University Khon
(mostly focus on building audiences), 12 School Khon (mostly focus on developing students) ,7 Private Khon
(have their individual’s focus) and all of them are NPOs. Contributions are the form of Cultural Organization
that is proceeded by Students, Supporters, Teachers & Board, which has Khon to be the core. It may has

been continually developing and proceeding in the future.
Keywords : Khon, Amateur Khon, University Khon, School Khon, Private Khon
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