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Eighty-Nine Vessantara Cloths of Isan Painting of the Ninth King of the Chakri Dynasty
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ABSTRACT

The Vessantara cloth, known as “Pha-ved Cloth” is a cultural heritage of the northeastern (Isan) people, which
the fabric paintings have reflected the notion and religious beliefs through the story of Vessantara Jataka as a record
of the paintings of the writers in the support to the Vessantara preaching and ritual ceremony in inviting Pra-ved into
the city. The Pra-ved procession is a Buddhist ritual as a strategy to educate the Isan people through Buddhist doctrine
and teachings containing the concepts of merit-making and giving alms, and educating the community where the
Buddhism is the center of the mind. The objective of offering eighty-nine Pra-ved cloths is to create and preserve the
Isan painting that is fading away over time due to changes in the livelihoods of the Isan people. The refurbishment of
Pra-ved cloth is therefore aimed to bring the body of technical knowledge in contemporary art to develop the Pra-
ved fabric painting that maintains the charms of the Isan painting process through the investigation of Isan painting
and absorption of the learning experience of being a voluntary folk technician or painter in the northeastern temples,
learning and practicing techniques and transfer process of the traditional way of folk craftsmen to understand and
preserve the northeastern painting style. Regarding content creation process, the story of the royal activities committed
by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej has been adopted as a creative model under this royal gratitude who is the
Great Giver deserving a Buddhist worshiping in accordance with the researcher’s intention in creating to bring about
the public interest in the cultural heritage preservation of Isan people as well as to integrate the prior knowledge and
evolutionary methods to develop wisdom based on the contemporary art knowledge to outreach the community
people through the Pra-ved merit-making ceremony.
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