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Abstract

With its 70-year history, Sing Siam Daily is the oldest Chinese newspaper that remains
operating in Thailand at the moment since its establishment by the Hu family (Hu Wenhu and Hu
Wenbao), led by prominent Chinese businessmen in Southeast Asia. Media ecology believes that
media is a symbol to expose the outside world and remains existent, continuing to develop in one
society as well. This article divides the history of the Sing Siam Daily into 3 periods according to
changes of its executives and the establishment of Sino-Thai diplomatic relations: the period from the
establishment of Sing Siam Daily until the period before the establishment of Sino-Thai diplomatic
relations (1950-1975), the period after the establishment of diplomatic relations (1975-2010), and the
transition period of the media form under the cooperation of Chinese and Thai media (2010-present).
The samples for analysis were selected from supplemental news and advertisements heavily related to
the Chinese culture (e.g. Chinese New Year in 1962, the establishment of Sino-Thai diplomatic
relations in 1975, Dragon Boat Festival in 1995) and the first half of 2019. It was found that the Sing
Siam Daily has consistently played an important role in the Chinese society in Thailand during the
transition period from “Overseas Chinese newspaper” to “Newspaper operated by local citizen”. In
other words, it has acted as the main platform for disseminating culture, enlightening people, and
creating unity among the Chinese in Thailand. Meanwhile, it also serves to spread Chinese culture. In
the present era of media transformation, the Sing Siam Daily has improved the channels for

publishing news to provide information to Chinese people in Thailand as well as around the world.
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