AnENINMIHAAIAYANNABIM TVeuNYATN UM sUgni I I namsadn s

Tumawgnawavessemalng Umsuan 2543

s ensdad wond Buluazds ® uaznea nessw

unfiate
e ¢ o A o
msfnuiiiiiagUsrasAndniondne
am mauden wazanudesmsveunsninsfilgn
- w o 4 d 4 4
I Inadvadadluiuiineunasiuioinu s
msnaandfyvelszmeaing Taol¥itnsiszi
ANLVUUNUVLLTIAIY uaznsUszdiuaniag
0] o (] - df -=i 1 - -
yuumataiamsw Anwiluiuiundmdnd iy
YoIMmAMHeRIULY mMAamilensudy ninasiu
= -~ o =l )
aanRvaMiionouuy MaazTuseniBvaniionau
i 2 '
A419 1azmaAnae 31 8 anda RenwunAI001
_ ; 4 4 3
Jminaz 1 duneq az 1 Mwa Fuihuduneun:
. I 1 ¥
auafilgndninafidiny sanisdu 8 dua Tu s
N0
' a 4 4
wamsfnel wuh nswaadn naluius
quuazagve InaiifeidunlSvuntswanuuiudis
1 1 ¥ J [ -
Ma1WweuIe 13U aesreilatenisan lusIinunwe v
nandn 1A Tusindind Tildsunie 1d5uy s
AMAMMTFIUMIINYATAUA/SINe tay snatlau
- - - a' 1 9 3 “
nwasnsimadenlumsignisduneudranios i
Paminsvzdwimawvemihausoudhigs 1dwna
= 1 ¥ 1
nanAnIINsnaa luiruis iy Mldmsdgndning
& e e WL 7 O I
Tutuimariiiilsdes dauludunsdr wih
invasnsimadenlunisgniivouldinondr 14

warndndaIwadnd  uazideldSvnluiEesm

3

1 o '

»
Hanan Lazsmiledunisnan UANGINU T A Y

a 4

finandai ladroudradiniifinseaiiu Tassaw

Vo

¥ .
widilsnnmsudadnInalumareiuids hifin
'y do a4 o o a
uad 1 Inandaduiemdniinuasnsideniiezign
el doiuludouToesanas nwauleluns
HUHAANMYDANYATNT 19U B19RBaTinITRAaIN
d o 2 ' o {4
maaiugudud g Iaeandesfuanmiuiiuaz
audesmsveanuasns asiimsdiulyanisnaa
DI aNAAY ToaRAUNUMIHARYDINYATNIEN
4 [ =y o -
Fawwmumsdivdgimswanenirlas 1) iden
Ugniufdn Iwaldimnzanfvanmituiuazgd
' & oA @ o
e luudazggmisgn wiedeniugiisiaign
roA o ¥ 7 o ¥y d o o
naweszndadunu  2) ardasinsdwdaiug
) bl
ilwansninfidluegluilogiu inlfuszudasis
¥ ' .. e o " ¥ ¥
AunuAtuaaiuguaza s lunsooududn
< °o_ad 1+ A ¥ ;
Tnahis 3) nuzindins ldijunilfigndeauninuasng
Tt 4) iushduadullgnitmpdouluiiu
a = " « a ad
Wlszauilgmdwdeuniugauauysel 5) mBais
msayindauatiiesifilufiufiaindu uas 6) vew
Nudwveaendod winuasng iivanedens
a - ' a a
wan eanlTumnsdanumainisusniidoaen

al
1uge

mAITIATHANARTINEAT uATAUFSUINRNNALARANANEAT ANzINERIAIART MInendy

Fealuy

2

mMAdsTld wazAufSuRoRNNANAININEAT ANEINUATANART JvAvendedeelu

ANTAUNBIRNNANRANI NSRS AnINsAsANanT uuAnendedoalui



26 nsmsasugmans uniinndadealn T s adun 3 ne.- 5.0 44

Abstract

Production potentials and farmers’ needs in important maize growing areas in Thailand

for the production year 2000.

This study has the main objective in assess potentials,
alternatives and needs of maize farmers in upland and
poverly areas within major maize growing areas of
Thailand. 1t used rural rapid appraisal (RRA) and
participatory rapid appraisal (PRA) as research
methods. The study areas included 8 provinces in the
Upper North, Lower North, Upper Northeast, Lower
Northeast and the Central of Thailand. In each
province, a district and a subdistrict were chosen as
study sites.

The study results disclosed that there were
many disadvantages in maize production in remote
highland and upland areas compared to lowland areas.
These included more expensive inputs, lower output
prices, little extension services from government
officials or those from the Bank of Agriculture and
Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC). Farmers had fewer
choices of crops to grow. There were also soil erosion
problems and farmers experienced lower yields than
production in the lower plain. Maize production in
these areas yielded little profit. In the ower plain,

farmers have more choices of crops, higher maize

yields, higher prices and lower input prices but still

many farmers experienced lower yields than expected.
Generally, maize production in many study areas was
not so profitable but maize was still the main crop that
farmers would choose. Consequently, the improvement
in farmers’ productivity should still be in the policy
agendas. For example, there should be an
improvement in seed quality to fit farmers’ needs in
different locations. There should also be attempts to
increase farmers’ yields and reduce their production
costs. Measures to improve maize production include
1) choice of maize varieties appropriate to local
physical and climatic conditions in each season or to
choose lower priced varieties to further reduce costs 2)
reduction of current seed rate to reduce seed costs and
labor costs in thinning 3) better fertilizer application
methods 4) introduction of crop rotation methods to
farmers who have soil fertility problems 5)
demonstration of soil conservation methods in sloping
land 6) Expansion of low-cost credit to enable farmers
to have adequate capital for production and free them
from exorbitant interest rates incurred from reliance on

informal credit.
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