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Abstract

This study investigates the spatial patterns and the spatial spillover effect of tourism on
employment using panel data on tourist, employment, and other economic variables
from 76 provinces in Thailand during 2006 to 2014. Spatial autocorrelation and spatial
panel data model have been used, based on employment function framework to
demonstrate the relationship among variables. The results of the spatial patterns show
that the visiting of the tourists is spread in random pattern, but it has slightly increased
in clustered pattern since 2011, and there is an increasing tendency in clustered pattern
every year. The analysis of the spatial spillover effects on employment, resulting in
tourism development has a substantial impact on employments. Moreover, tourism
developments help to increasing the employment of neighboring provinces through the
spillover effects of tourism. The research results are empirical evidence supporting the
position of the policy stakeholders that tourism policy should focus on the continuity of
tourism in clustered patterns. Additionally, there needs to be a focus on supporting the
main provinces to develop, manage, and encourage the labor force which can lead to
the strengthening of the tourism industry.
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Source: Ministry of Tourism and Sports (2016)
Figure 1. Number and income of domestic and foreign tourists in Thailand (2552 —

2558 B.E.).
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Source: National Statistical Office Thailand (2016)
Figure 2. Number of tourist and employment in the tourism industry in Thailand (2552

~ 2558 B.E.).
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics.

Variable Obs. Min Max Mean Std. Dev.
InEmpl,, 760 11.4688 15.4828 12.8725 0.6455
InGPP, 760 9.9847 13.2732 11.1042 0.7479
InPopul,, 760 12.1296 15.9722 13.4125 0.6587
InT, 760 11.1504 17.5359 13.3986 1.0808
In DomT,, 760 10.6038 16.8926 13.2150 0.9982
In ForT,, 760 4.3944 16.7903 10.1959 2.3874
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Table 2. Panel Unit Root Tests
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: 1(0
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-5.5585 -7.8916
. I
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4.2508 4.0254
. I
InZ; (0.0000) (0.0000) (0)
4.6470 ~11.0000
. I
In DomT,, (0.0000) (0.0000) (0)
-35.1902 -5.8524
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ot (0.0000) (0.0000) (0)
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X A ' ~
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