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ABSTRACT The purpose of this research project entitled the mobility
of Burmese labors in Upper Northern Thailand was to
study about the factors that affected on the Burmese

labors’ decision to move to work in the upper northern Thailand, including

the approach and procedure of Burmese labor mobility within the upper part
of northern Thailand. This research is the qualitative research being done
by using the in-depth interview and focus group discussion. Thirty sample
groups were selected by purposive sampling through the Snowball technique.

The study results showed that the top three factors that influenced on the

Burmese labor and motivated them to move to work in the upper northern

Thailand were the need to have a job to do and get stable income, being

oppressed from the Burmese military regime, and the relative more meager

options for job in their country compared with those in Thailand. The top
three factors that attributed to attracting the Burmese labors to pursue a job
in the upper northern Thailand included the great number of jobs to choose,
the higher rate of wage in Thailand and the need to have stable income
so that they could consistently keep on remitting the money back to their
country. There were two approaches of Burmese labors mobility, namely

the temporary mobility and permanent mobility. Regarding the methods of
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labors mobility, it was found that most of the Burmese labors traveled from
the original country to the border checkpoint and continued to Chiang Mai by
car before transferring to other workplaces. The approaches of traveling can
be divided into three major ways as follows: On foot-The immigrated labors
usually access into Thailand through the frontier. By bus-The labors travel
on bus accompanied with the brokers, family members, friends or relatives
who used to work in Thailand. By car/motorcycle-The labors always come

with their broker by car or motorcycle.

Regarding the mobility of Burmese labors to work in the upper northern
Thailand, most Burmese labors had four chronological stages of decision to
move to work in Thailand as follows: Studying about and scrutinizing on the
information Analyzing on the obtained information Assessing the options
and Making a final decision.

KEYWORDS — Burmese Labors ,Labors mobility, Labors mobility procedure, Migration labors, Northern

Thailand
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