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ABSTRACT

CMU. JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS

The objectives of this study on the analysis of the comparative advantage
in agricultural exports of ASEAN member states are to examine Thailand’s
agricultural export situation, and determine the comparative advantage of
Thailand and other ASEAN members in agricultural exports as well as individual
country’s agricultural export potential. The analysis was based on the export
specialization index, including the components of market share, structural effect,
operational effect, and total effect. The agricultural commodities under
investigation covered three major categories of traded products in the Harmonized
Coding System (HS) including HS code 16 for edible preparations of meat, fish or
crustacean and mollusk species, or other invertebrates, HS code 10 for cereals,
and HS code 17 for sugars and sugar confectionery. Used for the analysis were
the secondary annual data during 2007-2011 period on the export values of the
products in the above three classifications originating from ASEAN member
states, the export values of the products in the above three classifications from
the world market destining at ASEAN member states, and the quantities of
exports of the products in these three categories to the world market.

The findings indicated the countries that had comparative advantage
in the exports of HS code 16 products were the Philippines, Thailand, and Viet
Nam with Thailand holding the largest market share which also had a tendency
to grow further. Countries having comparative advantage in exporting HS code
10 products were found to be Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, and Viet Nam with
Viet Nam holding the largest market share and Thailand tending to maintain a
stable market share. Those countries with comparative advantage in exporting
HS code 17 products appeared to be Cambodia, Laos, the Philippines, and
Thailand with Thailand having the most trade advantage and the largest market

share throughout the studied period.

Keywords: comparative advantage, ASEAN Economic Community, agricultural

products
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