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Abstract

This study sought to understand the forms of business enterprise-community linkage.
The essence was drawn from the business group meetings in 20 communities and the
in-depth interview with 9 business enterprises encompassing 5 small, 2 medium, and 2 large
firms. The study found that the social responsibility for community of the business enterprises
took various forms and the most common practice was donation in terms of money, products,
and other tangible things to communities both inside and outside the local areas. Products
for donation were generally the outputs produced by the business enterprises themselves.
The large-sized enterprises also granted scholarships to students, provided funding support
for construction of large projects like school library in marginal areas, community water
supply systems. One form of linkage was the community income and employment generation
by the business enterprise's operation. Almost every business considered its operation to
be the source of labour absorption or employment from local area both full time and part
time. Moreover, most businesses utilized local raw materials and reckoned their operation
beneficial rather than harmful to the community as they conducted their business with
fairness without taking any advantages of the consumers. In the environmental aspect, most
enterprises regarded their business operation had already taken into account the pollution
which might affect the community by adopting the practice of waste treatment before final
waste discharge to the environment. The business—community linkage in the form of social,
cultural, and local knowledge development was reflected in the application of local knowledge
in the present day production process namely the use of rice husk in place of wood as fuel
in brick making factory. To the least extent was the involvement of business enterprises in
social learning experience. What they had done was limited to acting as community learning
center for outside visitors or as resource person in knowledge fransfer concerning production
process, particularly the small enterprises. The large enterprises, however, would only offer

opportunity for young persons to get practical training.
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