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ABSTRACT

This research has the objective to help
development and export competitiveness
improvement of Sesami oil producer groups in
production, marketing and product line aspects
through community participatory  learning
process which can lead to the initial creation of
network system among such producers. Three
community group were covered including Bar
Sob Soy Saving Cooperative, Ban Tung Kong

Mu Sesami Producer Group and Ban Pong
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Daeng Women's Occupational Arts Group.
Data were obtained by direct interview and
SWOT analysis was performed to identify
issues and potentials for development. Ban
Sob Soy Group exhibits its strength in

addressing natural means in

production
process by exploiting hydro-energy, and having
creative group leader, Ban Tung Kong Mu
Group is strong in the aspect of group action
by buying raw materials from its members at
relatively higher price than market level. The
Occupational Ants Group has its strength from
being a part of Occupational Arts Center. All
three groups share similar weakness in the
sense that administration and management are
almost entirely under the charge of group
leaders; there is the lack of knowledge
concemning production for uniform standard,
marketing, product designs, and price
determination for example Sesami oil in the
same bottle size is priced differently by the
three groups. Their common problems in
exporting business lies in fragility of glass
container during transportation, and the high
transportation due to

cost geographic

remoteness of the Province. Furthermore,
market is still quite narrow because consumers
do not realize the usefulness of Sesami oil.
Opportunity of each group is opened in tourism
industry for at least the chance to sell the
products to visitors. Ban Sob Soy Group is
unique in its natural energy driven production
process based on local knowledgy and thus
can be promoted as a tourist attraction spot

with the products being sold as souvenir. Ban
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Tung Kong Mu Group's leader also has his
main occupation as local guide and thus can
be a catalyst for products selling to visitors.
The Occupational Art Group has an advantage
for being a branch of the main Center and may
be able to get support from the Center for
development as a tourist attraction spot and for
selling its products at other branches of the
Center Therefore, products for promotion in
tourism business has become a promising
candidate for enhancing the potential of these
sesami oil producers groups, The research
team has provided them the development
assistance by arranging experts to educate the
group members about marketing, production,
and packaging, consequently, these groups
became able to formulate product plans to
assure standard quality output, send sample to
the Food Institute for analysis to obtain certified
statement in product labeling, and get a new
design for container in the form appropriate as
souvenir. For the building of network at the
initial stage, Mae Hong Son's Occupational Arts
Center shall be the core organizer for such
attempt by acting as a demonstration and
product development research agent as well as
arranging training and demonstration activities
for other interested groups.

Key words: Semami oil, development and

capacity building
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