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ABSTRACT
The study aims to estimate of the
Willingness to Pay (WTP) for a Knowledge
Promotion on Program (KPP) for Smoking
Related lliness of Patient's Caregivers and to
assess the factors affecting WTP of such KPP in
term of annual income tax and monthly health
insurance. The primary data was collected
through the purposive sampling technique and
face-to-face interview of 300 patient's caregivers
for those who have their relatives infected by
smoking related diseases, namely Malignant
Neoplasm, Respiratory and Heart and Vascular
diseases, and admitted as an inpatient in the
government and private hospitals in Chiang Mai
province.

The Dissonance-Minimizing format (DM) in
Contingent Valuation Method is used to estimate
for WTP. This study allows the respondents to
express their support for the KPP regardless of
the payment vehicle to avoid of yea-saying and
the protest answer bias under the Hanemann's
concept of Utility Difference Model (1984). The
estimated value of WTP is obtained by the
Logistic Regression Model through the Maximum
Likelihood estimation method. In addition, the
factors affecting WTP are estimated by Linear
Regression Model through the Ordinary Least
Square method.

The

payment to support the KPP indicated that most

study results of the alternative
of patient's caregivers are chosen to protest
against the payment vehicle but still would
otherwise support for the KPP and willing to pay

whenever the government does not have enough
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public funds to support such program. The Mean
of WTP for KPP through income taxes equal to
815.07 baht per year and the Median of WTP is
about 728.33 baht per year. Meanwhile, the
mean of WTP paying through health insurance is
about 287.47 baht per month and the Median of
WTP is about 226.03 baht per month.

The research results of factors affecting
WTP found that the WTP of patient's caregivers
are positive influenced by their household
income, education status, relative patient’s status
for those who infected with Malignant Neoplasm,
Respiratory and Heart and Vascular disease
group, relapsed time duration due to their
illnesses, degree of the impacts and burden of

caregivers. Meanwhile, the WTP are negative
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influenced by the quitted times duration and for
those patient who has opinion that their illnesses
are related with smoking.

According to the above mentioned WTP
figures, there is possible to operate such KPP in
the future and will be responsible of the public
health organization under the consideration of
various factors effecting WTP. In order to
succeed and meet with objectives of the KPP,
meanwhile it is still consisted with each target
group that support and wiling to pay for such
program. The KPP should be implemented and
operated under the community’s preferences
which will lead to the reduction of caregivers'

burden for a society as a whole.
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