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Abstract

Rice is an important crop for lowland
farmers in Northern Thailand where rice output
has continued to grow but from acreage
expansion not from yield improvement. There are
various rice varietal choices among farmers to
choose either (1) solely Mali 105 or (2) other
variety, or (3) Mali 105 pluses other variety. This

study intends to examine the technical efficiency
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(TE) of 210 rice farmers in irrigated area of
Chiang Mai for 2003 crop year. Data
Envelopment Analysis employed in this study
permits the identification of maximum technical
efficiency level of each farmer group and of the
difference in efficiency between individual farmers
or groups and the best performer. Tobit model
application also provides the results on factors

determining technical inefficiency.
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