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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study were to
study the types, patterns of use and
sources of wild plants collected by Karen
men and women for domestic
consumption and utilization. Data was
collected among 30 households in three
Karen villages in Mae Chaem District,
Chiang Mai Province, Thailand. Samples
of wild plant species were also collected
for identification. The study found that at
least 203 wild plant species were known
and used by the villagers. Women from
these three Vvillages collected more
species of wild plants than men (190 vs.
115). All wild plant species collected by
men and women could be grouped into 5
main groups viz. food, fodder; dyes,
medicine, and fuelwood. Poor women
are found to be more dependent on wild
plants for their domestic use than other

groups.

*

InAnenapigoalna

The average quantities of wild food
plant species, fodder, dyes, medicine,
and fuelwood (in baskets) collected by
women were 129, 456, 13, 3, and 2,368
kg. per person per year while men
collected 50, 115, 1, 8, and 76 kg. per
person per year of the same categories,
respectively. |

Presently the diversity and quantities
of wild plants are decreasing because of
increased population and use. Four
species have been seriously decreased
and are not available around the villages.
Six species have decreased seriously,
but are still available in the forest near
the villages'. Eleven species have begun
to decrease. As a response to
decreasing forest biodiversity, a number
of wid food plant species were
domesticated in home gardens, mostly by

women.
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