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Abstract

Yleld mcome, productlon costs and beneﬁt of. malze productlons in major malze growmg areas’ of Thailand,

productlon year 1998-1999.

Benchaphun-Ekasingh, Kus_oﬁ Thong-Ngam and Phrek'Gypmantasiri

The objéctive vof this study Vis ‘to assess
broduction practices‘ output, costs of productlon
income and' returns from maize productxon in major
‘maize growing area of Thailand. Total 218 farm
‘house'holds in 6 provinces 11 districts and 21

subdistricts were interviewed, covering production-in

the early ramy, late rainy and dry season after paddy

rice in _productlon year 1998-1999. The results showed

that among 218 farrners, 98 per cent ‘of the farmers

" used hybrid maize -varieties.

maize production in early rainy season in 1998 were

591 kg per rai, lower than the-average yield of late
‘rainy« seéSon were 624 kg per rai. Similarly, the
averége yield of ‘maize production in early rainy season
in" 1999 were ,5"10 kg{per rai, compﬁred tov.558 and 796‘

kg per rai of la‘te'rai'riy and dry season ‘respectively.
| Average farm gate price raﬁged between 3.4 and 4.0
baht per kg . vIn addition, it was found that the average
costs of maize production in early and late rainy
season in produétion year 1998-1999 were about
1,500 fo 1700 baht per rai.
maize production in dry season 'in' production year
1999 were 2,137 baht per rai. " Net returns of maize
production in late rainy season were 873 and 629
baht per rai in production year 1998 and 1999 ,

respectively. ‘While net return of maize production in

The average. yield of

The average costs of

early rainy season .were 3-98 and 350 baht per‘rai in
producﬁon year 1998 and 1999 ‘rcspectively Net
return of maize production in dry season were 569 bah:
per rai lower than in.the-late rainy season but also
higher than in the early rainy seasop in the same year.
However, it was found that gros§ margin \of maizeu . ‘
prodﬁction in dry seasd_n was the highesf about 1,560
baht per rai.  With respect to farm size of maize
production in eafly rainy se_ésori in productioﬁ year
1998', it was found that small maize . farmers who
grown maize less than 20 rai obtéined gross: margin
and net return about 600 and 999 baht ’per‘ rai,
respectively.  Medium farm size with 20-461.1'aki and
large farm size with more than 40 rai obtained net
return about 508 and 180_r'baht per rai, and gross
margin about 845 and 3—86 baht per rai respécﬂively.

The result showed that majze production in
late rainy season, dry season and sfnall farm size were
more profitable on a per rai Ba\sis. * Nevertheless,
income wise, large farmers yields had more income per
farm wifh an average 35,000 baht . per. household.
Generally for many subdistricts, it was found that
farmers had high costs of production while yields were
low resulting in loss or meagre pl:oflt. There should be
special extension programs to improve yields in these

areas.
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