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Abstract

This article considers the improvement of laws and forces in the charge of
Article 116 of Thai Criminal Code or Sedition law that relates to Thailand history and
political context. This charge seems to be associated to ruler regimes and power
patterns of respectively periods. The charge of article 116 was more acute force in the
period of General Sarit Thanarat coup d’etat; especially using with communist
suppression. There were also some of the same charges after coup d’etat in the year
2006 under the conflict against colors of shirts. By the time of National Council for Peace
and Order (NCPQO), the charges were be law forced of more than ever.

Most of the cases were about political assembly and freedom of expression;
especially in criticism or protest against the ruler. Rulers in different period use this
charge as Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs) and the accused with
interpreting the charge as of the ruler was the state itself and security of the rulers was
as of the public security. Therefore, understanding sedition charge by political history is

a way of reflecting authoritarianism regimes in Thailand context.

Key words: Article 116 of Thai Criminal Code, sedition, Freedom of expressions,

state security, authoritarianism
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