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Abstract

This article reviews and synthesizes the concept of “the Right to the City.”
It is a sociological concept which is widely referred by urban scholars aboard from
several disciplines. Moreover, this concept also influences policy makers in different
countries and vision statements of international conferences. The concept claims for
creating just cities for all urban inhabitants, not only for earning profit from the city.
However, Thai scholars and policy makers have known this concept limitedly.
Therefore this review article derived from document research aims to introduce this
concept to Thai academic circle so as to apply this concept to analyze urban
development. The contribution of this concept is to broaden analytical frameworks
to go beyond physical and infrastructure aspects and concern urban social justice.
The article traces the roots of the Right to the City concept from Marxist theorists,
and then, synthesizes the interpretations and applications of the concept to
academic research and policy making. The article includes several comments on this
concept, particular from a legal perspective that this concept is weak in terms of the
concept of right, because it does not clarify who has the right, and how to exercise
this right. At the end, the author emphasizes the strengths of this concept for being
applied both to academic and social movement purposes.

Key words: the Right to the City, critical urban theory, neoliberalism, Henry

Lefebvre, David Harvey
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