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Abstract

Access to proceedings of resolving the disputes in U.S. sports is an essential
tool in the fight against unfair practices under the United States Olympic & Paralympic
Committee (USOPQ)'s jurisdiction, by increasing transparency and fairness for the
USOPC and all relevant National Governing Bodies (NGB), identifying and uncovering
unfair practices and encouraging the use of judicial and arbitral review of the rules in
as a prerequisite to uniformity of the Ted Stevens Act and the USOPC Bylaws
proceedings under the USOPC's jurisdiction. Promotion of the right of equal access to
dispute resolution for all U.S. sports participants empowers them to obtain justice
fairly and rapidly held on the merits by the Dispute Resolution Unit (DRU) under the
USOPC's jurisdiction. It particularly encompasses a right to request and access out-of-
court procedures for resolving sports disputes, in particular through statutory
complaints procedure under the Ted Stevens Act and the USOPC Bylaws. This paper
sets out legal aspects of the process of resolving a dispute or conflict between
different parties in U.S. sports, based on dispute settlement requirements of the Ted
Stevens Act and the USOPC Bylaws and interactions with the USOPC, NGBs, disputing
parties and other stakeholders under the USOPC's jurisdiction.

Keywords: Dispute Resolution Process, Sports-Related Disputes, United
States
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® John Ruger, “From the Trenches: The Landscape of Sports Dispute Resolution and Athlete
Representation,” Pepperdine Dispute Resolution Law Journal 10, no. 1 (2009): 156-164.

* Hu Wei and Cheng Ya-ping, “Study on the Sports Dispute Resolution Mechanism from the
Perspective of the Sociology of Law,” Journal of Bejjing Sport University 36, no. 1 (2020).

® Michael Lenard, “The Future of Sports Dispute Resolution,” Pepperdine Dispute Resolution
Law Journal 10, no.1 (2009): 173-182.

¢ David McArdle, Dispute Resolution in Sport: Athletes, Law, And Arbitration, (New York, NY:
Routledge, 2015).

"Maureen A Weston, “Tackling Abuse in Sport Through Dispute System Design,” University of St.
Thomas Law Journal 13, no. 2 (2017): 434-458.
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! United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Section 8 Complaint, (Colorado Springs,
CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

12 United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Section 9 Complaint, (Colorado Springs,
CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

13 United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Section 10 Complaint, (Colorado
Springs, CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).
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' United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Section 11 Application, (Colorado
Springs, CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

15 United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Background Checks, (Colorado Springs,
CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

16 United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Delegation Event Complaints, (Colorado
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Springs, CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

Y United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, DRU Athlete Safety Hearing, (Colorado
Springs, CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).

'8 United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, U.S. Paralympics-Managed Sports,
(Complaints, CO: United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).
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' United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, Trials Complaints, (Colorado Springs, CO:
United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, n.d.).
2 Kathleen C. Wallace, “A Proposal for the United States Olympic Committee to Incorporate

Formal Mediation within its Grievance Process,” Marquette Sports Law Review 16, no. 1 (2005): 59-71.
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U.S. Olympic Sports Arbitration and De Novo Review at the Court of Arbitration for Sport,” Georgia Journal
of International & Comparative Law 38, no. (2009) 1: 99-129.
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22 American Arbitration Association, “Olympic Athlete Eligibility, NGB Determination, and Doping
Disputes: An Overview,” accessed August 15, 2023,
https://www.adr.org/sites/default/files/document _repository/Olympic+Athlete+Eligibility.pdf

% Lisa Bingham, “Arbitration of Disputes for The Olympic Games: A Procedure That Works,”
Dispute Resolution Journal 47, no. 4 (1992).
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2 Taylor Brisco, “Med-Arb and Professional Sports: Could Med-Arb Work as an Effective Dispute
Resolution Process in Professional Sports?,” Marquette Sports Law Review 29, no. 2 (2019).
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Arbitration for Sport (fina CAS) T lan Blackshaw, “ADR and Sport: Settling Disputes Through the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, the FIFA Dispute Resolution Chamber, and the WIPO Arbitration & Mediation Center,”
Marquette Sports Law Review 24, no. 1 (2013).
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