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Abstract
This article offers the comparison between Polmont prison in the UK*

and Chiang Mai Juvenile Correction Institution in Thailand®. Both institutions have
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* Polmont Young Offenders Institution (YOI), the only prison in Scotland designated for detaining
juveniles aged 16-21, both for short-term and long-term sentences as per court rulings.
https:/Avww.sps.gov.uk/prisons/.

° Detention facilities for children and juveniles accused of committing offenses, from the

investigation stage to post-sentencing, in Thailand.
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been innovating to meet rehabilitative goals in educating young offenders
between the ages of 16 and 24. Despite the differences between them, both
Polmont and Chiang Mai establishments share common philosophical
underpinnings of the institutional regime and discipline. The sociological and
psychological philosophies of crime determine the treatment of juvenile
offenders.

Both institutions promote intellectual and professional training. There is
a difference, however, in the way religion is used as the means of rehabilitation.
Polmont leaves religion to the private choice of prisoners. Chiang Mai attempts
to integrate, although insufficiently, Buddhist education as an important part of
rehabilitation. The approach of a great British educational reformer, Thomas
Arnold, to religion and morality is used to point out the failures of both
institutions to accomplish a moral change in the life of young offenders.

Keyword: Juvenile Delinquency, Juvenile Correction Institution, Education,

Religion
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February 27, 2025).
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" Alexander Shytov Nikolaevich and Boonchoo Na Pomphet, Thai Juvenile Delinquency Justice and
Its Perception by Minor Offenders (Chiang Mai: Faculty of Law, Chiang Mai University, 2007).

8 ngazitzuneluves Polmont gnAmuamelsl Scottish Prison Service, "The Prisons and Young
Offenders Institutions (Scotland) Rules 2011," Scottish Prison Service, https://www.sps.gov.uk/about-
us/governance/prison-

rules#:~text=The%20Prisons%20and%20Young%200ffenders,effect%200n%201%20November%202011

(accessed February 27, 2025).
% Iriss, “Young Offenders Institutions, Programmes, Support and Reviews,” Iriss,

rogrammes.html#:~text=Work (accessed March 9, 2025).

1% Alexander Shytov, Nikolaevich, and Boonchoo Na Pomphet, Thai juvenile delinquency justice
and its perception by minor offenders, Faculty of Law, Chiang Mai University, 2007.
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' David Leask, “More Than Half of Young Offenders Leaving Polmont Never Return Behind Bars,”

Herald Scotland, June 8, 2015, https.//www.heraldscotland.com/news/13411935.more-than-half-of-young-

offenders-leaving-polmont-never-return-behind-bars/.
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12 Youth Justice Improvement Board, “Children and Young People in Custody in Scotland”, 2017,
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November 2018 (Edinburgh: Scottish Government, 2018), accessed March 12, 2025,
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21 Michael Slote, "The ethics of care and empathy," 2007.

22 HM YOI Polmont Intervention Team, What We Deliver, 2008.
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2% Glenn D. Walters, Changing Lives of Crime and Drugs: Intervening with Substance-Abusing
Offenders (New York: Wiley, 1998).; Glenn D. Walters, "The Psychological Inventory of Criminal Thinking Styles
(PICTS): A Review and Meta-Analysis," Assessment 9, no. 3 (2002): 278-291.; Egan, Vincent Egan, Mary
McMurran, Cathryn Richardson, and Marie Blair, "Criminal Cognitions and Personality: What Does the PICTS
Really Measure?," Criminal Behaviour and Mental Health 10, no. 3 (2000): 170-184.
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