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Abstract

Ministers must be evident of integrity and must not have behavior which is a
serious violation of or failure to comply with ethical standards. These qualifications were
first enshrined in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017). The
Constitutional Court applied these criteria for the first time in its Ruling No. 21/2567, in
which a majority of five to four judges ruled that Srettha Thavisin's ministerial status had
terminated due to his nomination of Phichit Chuenban as Minister attached to the
Prime Minister’s COffice. This article explores the origins of those ambiguous
constitutional provisions, the differing interpretations offered by the majority and
minority judges of the Constitutional Court, and considerations for amending the
provisions regarding ministerial qualifications and the Court’s adjudicative process.

Keyword: Qualifications and Prohibitions of Ministers, Evident Integrity, Ethical
Standards
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