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Abstract

In Thailand, the Judiciary is revered and accepted as the organization
that is the closest to the King as opposed to the other branches namely the
Executive and Legislature. By observing the unique style of terminologies
and regulations related to the organization, judges are symbolically regarded
as representatives of the King. Those special lexicons are, for example, judge’s
bench is called “Bal-lung” (or throne); some legal expressions such as “May
the matter rest upon your judgment, your honor” — closing words at the end of
accusation/petition forms; and “In the name of His majesty, the King” used in
the heading of official report of the judge’s verdict on a case. This exclusive
perception allows judges to apply judicial consideration during legal
proceedings, especially in the charge of contempt of the court whereby judges
have full discretion on the proceedings. With respect to this charge, the trial
proceedings and imposition of sentences are different from other types of
proceedings as prescribed by the laws. Under this broad authority and
perception, judges are susceptible to excessive use of judicial power, which
is rarely under scrutiny, and perceived as inaccessible to the people who in

fact are the true owners of sovereignty.

Keywords: Contempt of court, Royal endorsement
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