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Abstract

Freedom of peaceful assembly is fundamental right guaranteed
under the United States Constitution categorized as freedom of
expression which is principle right in democratic society that the
people have ensured their fundamental rights to petition the govern-
ment for a redress of grievance. However, such right is subject to
reasonable restrictions. For example, a demonstration in public park
where it may forbid other people to access to the park, then it
infringes other people’s rights. Hence, the State is responsible for
protecting freedom of peaceable assembly and balancing the rights
of others in the society. This article studies the right of peaceful
assembly in the United State by grouping the movement into four
parts: labor; racial equality; gender equality; and social justice — for
example anti-war and anti-globalization. The study bases on social
contexts such as social, economic, and political situation to
understand the implementation of law by the State to handle the

public assembly that has developed from time to time.
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" Roger Cotterrell, “The Concept of Legal Culture” in David Nelken ed., Comparing
Legal Cultures (Aldershot, UK: Dartmouth, 1997) p.13.

® David Nelken, “Toward a Sociology of Legal Adaptation” in David Nelken& Johannes
Feest eds., Adapting Legal Culture (Oxford: Hart, 2001) 7, p. 17.
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° Department of State(the United State of America), Outline of the U.S. Legal System
(Washington D.C.: Bureau of International Programs, 2004) p.13.

® “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.”U.S. Const. Amend. |.

" 16B Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) Constitutional Law § 792 (June 2014).
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Bill of Rights Institute, “First Amendment: Freedom of Assembly (1791), (online), Avail-
able from: http://billofrightsinstitute.org

° 16B Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) Constitutional Law § 790 (June 2014).
' 16B Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) Constitutional Law § 791 (June 2014).
" 16B Corpus Juris Secundum (C.J.S.) Constitutional Law § 793 (June 2014).
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“ Thornhill v. Alabama, (1940)310 U.S. 88
** Labor Management Relations Act of 1947 29 U.S.C. § 401-531.
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