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Abstract

After the coup in 2014, the student groups in the Northeast
Thailand have turned their position in the social movement from “a
supporter” against the state’s development policy to “an actor” in
the political arena, mainly in resisting the military rules. The latter is
the situation in which the students have engaged particularly the
civil rights advocate. This paper aims to examine the shift of the rights
consciousness of the student groups from the rights advocate for
others to the civil rights advocate of their own. The questions of the
paper are: firstly what has been the rights discourse on the ground
through the student’s activities in the community and secondly how
the consciousness of the civil rights of students has been sharp and
given the meaning and value through their social work. The paper has
drawn from the in-depth interview with two active groups of students
in the Northeast Thailand.

Keyword: Rights, Consciousness, Social Movement, Students, Northeast
Thailand
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