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Historical Legacy and the Construction of Judicial
Activism in Thai State

Saichol Satayanurak®

Abstract

Development of “judicial activism” gradually constructs from
ideological culture in the extensive time. In the dictatorship era in
which the middle class has less bargaining and examining power, so
that they want to have “good people” hold the power and employ
the “virtue” controlling the government. At the same time, they at-
tempt to bestow such power to the monarch “asking for the monar-
chical prestige” to resolve the crisis when abuse of power arises. For
this reason, the middle class requires “Constitutional Monarchical

Democracy.”

Such political ideological culture relates to the idea of “the

people are not ready for democracy”; “the politicians are bad and

incompetent”; and “political parties are still weak.” When the gov-

2 Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Chiangmai University
50200 E-mail: saicholnid@hotmail.com
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[

ernment leader is not a “cood people” therefore the Thais cannot
rely on the Parliamentary System. Hence, they have to “asking for
monarchical prestige” from the King who has the royal activities and
influential ideology of royalism as “National Father” in which they
have faith. Accordingly, construction and reproduction of “Thai gov-
ernance” and “Thai democracy” have developed to “Constitutional
Monarchical Democracy” and lead to legitimize political role of the
monarch. In the mid of 2530s, many groups, include liberal scholars,
prioritized the monarchy’s role to cure the political crisis. This type

movement reassures “the prerogative” and increasingly inspire many

people to rely on “monarchical prestige.”

In the late 2540s, this traditional culture of such idea and re-
production of several significance -- include the fear of "Thaksinomics"
signifying various words, namely “evil monetary” or “bad politicians”
which will destroy “Thai Nation” and “Constitutional Monarchical
Democracy” —is an important factor to shape “judicial activism” and
to pursue the judiciary perform the role for the monarch in politics.
However, the middle class and grassroots perceive this formation as
the power preservation of the “aristocrats” and “double standard.”
Hence, there is a clash between ideological culture and parallel think-

ing as critical features of the political conflicts since.

Keywords: judicial activism, ideological culture
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