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After Border Crossing:
Legal Status of Ethnic Migrants in Thailand

Darunee Paisanpanichkul®

Abstract

After walked pass a border, a personal legal status of migrant
who flee from civil war in country of origin or with other causes will
start with ‘illegal immigration’. In the same time under a Thai policy
on ‘record, count’, these people were classified as ‘minority group’
via identity document which had more than 17 different groups (now
there is one same colour identity card) and identity number with 13
fisures. Their personal legal status did not freeze as illegal aliens, but
can change in term of Thai government think they passes a duration
of socialize, they have been got new legal status and their children,
the 2™ generation who were born in Thailand, will go to a process to
members of Thai society. It seems like this is customarily process of
enforcement, but lack of procedure, so there were people who were
omitted this process.

A content in this article is picked some contents from a project
of developing knowledge for proof and develop right to well-being of
stateless person by participation which did research through
legal aid for supporting a develop on rights of Stateless person/

2 Ph.D., Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Chiang mai University 50200
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Nationality-less person in three area studies which are Umphang
district, Tak province, Meuang Ranong district, Ranong province and Saohin
and Maekong sub-district, Maesariang district, Mae Hong Son province.
Under the project, we found that 65 -case-study are
reflected to problem and limitation of accessing and developing rights of
these people. Moreover, from a project of developing knowledge for proof
and develop right to well-being of stateless person which are developed
policy recommendation by working group are composed of academic,
academician in related gsovernment office, for example, Department of
Provincial Administration, Ministry of Interior, the national security council,
etc. For developing policy recommendation of ethnic groups, first and
second generation mmigrant (minority group), undocumented persons and
Thai displaced persons. These two projects were belong to a project on
developing knowledge and propelling recommendation for proving and
developing rights to legal status for well-being of stateless persons, nation-
ality-less persons (1 October 2014- 31 March 2016) by Stateless Watch and
got support from Thai Health Promotion Foundation, bureau9.

This article compose of various issues from reflecting on
understanding to personal legal status of minority immigrant and their
children who born in Thailand through their eyes. A pattern of enforce-
ment in term of changing illegal alien status to accessing rights which
are important to be members of Thai society, ‘people who were
omitted’, the process of changing legal status and initial recommen-
dation.

keywords: Migrants; Minority; Legal Status; Stateless person; Nation-
ality-less person
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