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Legal Aid for Thai Displaced People through
Multilateral Cooperation Between State Organs,
Academic Institutes andCivil Societies:

study on Ranong and PrachuapKhiri Khan Provinces

SSaovanee Kaewjullakarn ® Wisarut Samlee-on *

Abstract

After the Nationality Act (the 5th Amendment) B.E.2555 came into
force, it seems that this Act brings a significant change to a group of Thai
displaced people because this Nationality Act provides channels for displaced
populations to verify and regain their nationality. However, it can be said that
the enforcement of this Act is not effective as it should be. The problems
lack of unity regarding national verification form (Por. Kor 14) and the shortage
of staff. Moreover, the attitude of provincial administration officers toward
security causes less effectiveness to the enforcement of the Act. Therefore,
in order to mitigate those barriers, on 16th January 2016, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) was signed. This MOU consists of several parties such
as the Provincial Administration Department, Thaksin University and Rangsit
University, Coordination Office to Develop well-being Society, the Chum Chon

Thai Foundation and the National Human Rights Commission. The result of

3 lecturer, Faculty of Law, Thaksin University 90000.
E-mail: kaewjullakarn@gmail.com

4 lecturer, Faculty of Law, Rangsit University 12000.
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this MOU causes the establishment of the project called “the assistance of
Thai Displaced People” which aims to assist and facilitate district officials in
handling demands and helps community members gathering documentary
evidences which are necessary for nationality verification in Ranong by Thak-
sin University and PrachuapKhiri Khan Provinces by Rangsit University. Although
the MOU already established, some difficulties have not been resolved yet,
namely 1). The problems lack of unity regarding national verification form
(Por. Kor 14) 2). The inconsistency of working period of a district chief officer,
3) the attitude of provincial administration officers toward students. It should
be noted that the results of establishment this MOU also bring several ben-
efits to the nationality verification process such as creating cooperation with
all parties under MOU which leads to have sufficient in term of national
verification and recognition of Thai displaced people as well as enhancing a
capacity of local administrative staff by getting help from students. Further-
more, working under this MOU is likely to encourage students to have a

volunteer spirit.

Keywords: Thaidisplaced people; Nationality verification proce-
dures; Thai Nationality Act
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