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Abstract

This article argues that peaceful assemblies serve as a crucial mechanism for
citizens to safeguard democratic governance against military coups, drawing on a review
of literature related to nonviolent resistance and case studies on anti-coup movements
in various countries. This study finds that effective public assemblies must have a clear
strategy to make initial resistance to coup attempts widespread. This paper emphasizes
that successful peaceful public assemblies must be strategically designed to challenge
coup attempts in their early stages, focusing on delegitimizing the coup leaders and
preventing their control over state apparatus. In Thailand, this article recommends
several key strategies: (1) promoting a culture of peaceful assembly (2) creating public
spaces for gatherings (3) preparing citizens for resistance against coups and (4) modifying
physical structures to obstruct potential coup attempts.

Keyword: Public Assembly, Coup d’état, Nonviolent Resistance, Democracy
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! Eric Barendt, 'Freedom of Assembly’ in J Beatson and V Cripps (eds), Freedom of Expression and
Freedom of Information (OUP, 2000), 167.
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* Clément Nyaletsossi Voule, “Protection of human rights in the context of peaceful protests during
crisis situations, Report of the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of

association,” Hurman Rights Coundil, (2022): 7.
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% Ibid., Paras 7-10.
® Ibid., Para 14.
% Gene Sharp, “The Politics of Nonviolent Action,” (Boston: Peter Sargent, 1973), accessed 1

December 2025, https.//commonslibrary.org/198-methods-of-nonviolent-actior/.
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" Adam Roberts, “Civil Resistance to Military Coups,” Journal of Peace Research 1975 Vol 12, No.1
(1975) 19-36, 20.
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8 Ibid., 26-28.
% Ibid., 29.
0 hid.,, 31.
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Abstract

Ministers must be evident of integrity and must not have behavior which is a
serious violation of or failure to comply with ethical standards. These qualifications were
first enshrined in the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017). The
Constitutional Court applied these criteria for the first time in its Ruling No. 21/2567, in
which a majority of five to four judges ruled that Srettha Thavisin's ministerial status had
terminated due to his nomination of Phichit Chuenban as Minister attached to the
Prime Minister’s COffice. This article explores the origins of those ambiguous
constitutional provisions, the differing interpretations offered by the majority and
minority judges of the Constitutional Court, and considerations for amending the
provisions regarding ministerial qualifications and the Court’s adjudicative process.

Keyword: Qualifications and Prohibitions of Ministers, Evident Integrity, Ethical
Standards
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Abstract

Members of the House of Representatives, as bearers of legislative authority
representing constituents, must undergo initial vetting to ensure that they possess the
requisite qualifications and are not subject to disqualification. This safeguard ensures
that office holders maintain publicly acceptable conduct and characteristics, perform
duties honestly in the public interest, free from misconduct, while upholding the dignity
of the House of Representatives. Accordingly, anyone convicted by a final court
judgment of offenses within the scope of disqualifications stipulated in Section 98 (10)
of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560 (2017) is deemed unfit to be
entrusted with such a position, due to lack of assurance regarding integrity and
unimpeachable conduct. However, such provisions by their nature restrict individual
rights. It may be appropriate and necessary to use disqualification to select candidates
suitable for assuming responsibilities in the public sood by measures that partly curtail
individual rights for the sake of political appropriateness. Yet the substantive criteria
stipulated in the aforementioned provision remain vague and disproportionate. There
is an imbalance between the broadly framed definition of disqualifying offenses and
imposing an indefinite prohibition on the right to stand for election.

There are also concerns about candidates who have undergone legal
rehabilitation or been pardoned. Despite such redress, under the present wording of
the provision they are still considered as convicted by final judgment and falling within
the scope of disqualification. As such, the provision in question results in excessive
limitation on the fundamental political right to stand for election as a Member of the
House of Representatives, especially when compared to other disqualification
provisions of a similar nature. Therefore, to uphold human rights principles and ensure
that enforcement of constitutional intent on disqualifications for candidates to public
office is effective and equitable, legal provisions governing the scope of disqualification

based on final court judgments should be amended and refined. Such revisions should
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set a clear, consistent legal standard promoting ethical, effective leadership, and ensure
that relevant provisions cohere with Thailand’s current socio-economic context.
Keyword: The Election as a Member of the House of Representatives, Final

Court Judgement, Disqualifications, Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
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12 44, Disqualification.

Any person who—

(ii.) Is attainted of treason, or has been convicted and is under sentence, or subject to be
sentenced, for any offence punishable under the law of the Commonwealth or of a State by
imprisonment for one year or longer

13 “Constitution of the Republic of Singapore” Accessed April 12, 2025,
https://www.eld.gov.sg/Resources/Constitution%200f%20the%20Republic%200f%20Singapore.pdf.
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' Disqualifications for membership of Parliament

45— (1) Subject to this Article, a person shall not be qualified to be a Member of Parliament who

(e) has been convicted of an offence by a court of law in Singapore or a foreign country
and sentenced to imprisonment for a term of not less than one year or to a fine of not less than
$2,000 and has not received a free pardon:

Provided that where the conviction is by a court in a foreign country, the person shall not
be so disqualified unless the offence is also one which, had it been committed in Singapore, would
have been punishable by a court of law in Singapore;

545 (2) The disqualification of a person under clause (1)(d) or (e) may be removed by the
President and shall, if not so removed, cease at the end of 5 years beginning from the date on which
the return mentioned in clause (1)(d) was required to be lodged or, as the case may be, the date on
which the person convicted as mentioned in clause (1)(e) was released from custody or the date on
which the fine mentioned in clause (1)(e) was imposed on such person; and a person shall not be
disqualified under clause (1)(f) by reason only of anything done by him before he became a citizen

of Singapore.
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Abstract

This article aims to present key legal issues and principles that impact
human resource management from the perspective of human resource theory.
As law has a direct influence on public sector personnel, the legislative process
must begin with clearly defined objectives and intended outcomes for public
service delivery. It should then involve a comprehensive analysis of existing
organizational challenges that hinder the achievement of those objectives,
alongside a forecast of potential scenarios that may arise once the law is in force,
in order to develop preventative strategies. In this regard, the law can function as
a driver of excellence in public sector performance. This article further explores
how the current legal framework serves either as a tool or an impediment to
effective human resource management. While the law establishes necessary
operational frameworks, safeguards, and protections for public personnel, it may
simultaneously create challenges due to complex compliance requirements,
bureaucratic delays, and a lack of flexibility. Therefore, striking a balance between
legal mandates, the protection of rights and freedoms, and the need for
organizational agility and innovation is essential for the effective management of
human resources in the digital era. The discussion aims to support the
development of legal measures that are more aligned with the objectives of
human resource management in the Thai public sector.

Keyword: Law, Human Resource Management, Thai Public Sector
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Abstract

Over the past three years, a substantial number of academic works on Thai
administrative law have emerged, elucidating and discussing the judicial determination
of the effects of mandatory orders in cases seeking the annulment of regulations or
administrative orders. However, these studies have uniformly addressed the temporal
effects under Section 72, Paragraph 2 of the Act on Establishment of Administrative
Courts and Administrative Court Procedure, BE. 2542 (1999), from a legal positivist
perspective. The authors assert that there is a dearth of academic work addressing these
issues through the lens of History of Legal Dogmatics; thus, this work aims to fill that
gap. When compared to the laws and judicial interpretations of other countries during
the same period, the authority of the Thai administrative courts to determine the time
frame for the cessation of the effects of regulations and orders is significantly more
advanced. Nonetheless, the authority to determine the temporal effects of the
annulment of administrative acts by the Thai administrative courts has uniquely
evolved, differing from foreign legal systems, particularly in its emphasis on preventing
impacts on public administration. This unique development arises from the Thai
administrative courts' authority to determine the cessation of the effect of regulations
and orders, which has continuously evolved from the powers and interpretations
established by The Petition Council.

Keywords: Determination of temporal effects, Revocation of administrative

acts, Execution of administrative cases
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Abstract

This research investigates the environmental movement strategies employed
by Thai civil society through Administrative Court mechanisms from 2017 to 2024.
Utilizing a qualitative research methodology based on document analysis of
environmental administrative cases initiated by civil society organizations, the findings
reveal that Thai civil society has developed systematic and interconnected movement
strategies. These comprise four key approaches: issue selection, legal translation of
environmental issues, utilization of legal mechanisms in the Administrative Court, and
network and alliance building. These strategies reflect the phenomenon of “judicializing
politics” in a bottom-up manner driven by civil society and represent a form of legal
mobilization that extends beyond merely winning court cases. Instead, it aims to create
legal discourse and new political spaces for promoting long-term policy changes. The
research findings have significant implications for developing public participation policies
in environmental management, improving access to environmental justice
mechanisms, and enhancing civil society's capacity to effectively use legal mechanisms
to protect community rights and the environment.

Keyword: Environmental movement, Administrative Court, Civil society,

Judicializing politics, Legal mobilization
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Abstract

The appointment and removal of deputy executives or assistant local
administrators is a complex issue with two main legal approaches. The first approach
views such actions as "administrative orders" that must comply with the criteria of the
Administrative Procedure Act B.E. 2539 (1996), in which the person being removed
must be given an opportunity to argue and present evidence, including having reasons
for the order. However, the second approach views the appointment and removal as
purely "local political power", which is the discretion of the local administrators who
are directly elected by the people. Local administrators must be responsible to the
people and the local council, so they have the power to select trusted people to help
manage the work and can remove them when they lose their trust, without having to
follow the criteria of the administrative order. This article presents an analysis of the
two approaches by comparing them with national administrative principles and the
Constitutional Court's rulings to see the differences and debates on this issue, including
the impact on the administration of local administrative organizations and the rights of
politicians at the local level.

Keyword: Deputy Local Executive, Assistant Local Executive, Administrative

Power, Local Political Power
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Abstract
In 2020, the Local Personnel Administration Standards Committee (LPC), the
central body setting personnel standards for Local Administrative Organizations (LAOs)

nationwide, recognized the serious problem of sexual harassment and sexual abuse
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within LAOs. This led to the promulgation of Rule 23/1 under the Announcements of
the Central Committees for Provincial Administrative Organization personnel (K.J.),
Municipal personnel (KT.), and Sub-district Administrative Organization personnel
(KO.B.T.) on General Standards for Maintaining Discipline and Disciplinary Action (No. 3)
B.E. 2562 (2019), effective February 3, 2020. This rule aimed to modemize and
standardize local government procedures to address sexual misconduct, although it
excludes special-format LAOs.

This qualitative research aimed to study the legal and practical problems in
disciplinary investigations conceming sexual assault or sexual harassment cases in LAOs
and to propose recommendations for resolving these issues. The study analyzed
relevant concepts, theories, and laws, drawing comparisons with civil service disciplinary
offenses and criminal code liabilities to examine the differing objectives of the laws.
Legal experts were interviewed to gather opinions, followed by the conclusion of
findings and the suggestion of appropriate disciplinary investigation guidelines to ensure
fairess and operational efficiency within LAOs.

The study revealed two major problems:

1.Problems in the Drafting of Rule 23/1: The rule suffers from a lack of clear
understanding regarding the distinct meanings and severity levels of “sexual assault”
or “sexual harassment " Crucially, it fails to provide a clear definition or specific
characteristics of either act. This ambiguity results in disciplinary committees having to
exercise excessive discretion in their judement.

2.Problems in Practical Disciplinary Investigation: The inherent lack of sensitivity
in the law creates practical difficulties. Standard disciplinary investigation practices,
which rely on written charges/defenses and recorded testimonies, are suitable for cases
involving malfeasance in office where documentary or accessible witness evidence is
readily available. However, in sexual assault or sexual harassment cases, investigation
committees struggle to conduct in-depth factfinding. The interviewed experts

highlighted the difficult burden of proof in many instances, such as the inability to
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request physical examinations, the lack of photographic evidence, the lack of
cooperation from related parties, and the need for specialized knowledge or
multidisciplinary expertise, similar to that of police investigators. Furthermore, the
requirement to complete the investigation within a set timeframe can negatively affect
disciplinary determination. Meanwhile, victims of sexual assault or sexual harassment
often experience a lack of justice or protection from internal LAO measures.

Keyword: Sexual Assault, Sexual Harassment, Disciplinary Investigation, Local

Administrative Organizations
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Abstract

In the cultural landscape of Thailand, where token of appreciation is an integral
part of amicable relations, gift-giving has transformed into a complex and veiled
mechanism of corruption. This practice, serving as a symbol of respect and relationship-
building, now fuels a patronage system that silently but severely erodes good
governance and public trust. Amidst attempts to draw an ethical line with a law capping
the value of gifts at 3,000 Baht, in practice, this regulation appears not as a deterrent
but as a “manual” that legitimizes a new form of corruption.

Aspiring to curb bribery in the form of gift-giving in Thai society, this research
was bomn from a critical inquiry into this perplexing situation, aiming to diagnose the
structural failure of the legal architecture and seek answers on how to dismantle the
ecosystem of “legalized bribery” and truly establish a culture of transparency. This
study is a qualitative research employing a mixed- method approach, comprising

theoretical documentary analysis, in-depth interviews with targeted subjects, and a
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comparative legal analysis with five leading countries. The findings reveal a stark reality:
a severe normative dissonance exists between the law and societal conscience.

The critical conclusion of this research, therefore, firmly asserts that the
ineffectiveness of the current law is a result of a “Paradigm Failure,” which attempts to
manage a qualitative problem (intent and culture) with a quantitative measure (value).

Keyword: Corruption, Gift, Bribery, No Gift Policy
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2 Transparency International, “Corruption Perceptions Index 2024,” transparency international the
global coalition against corruption, accessed March 11, 2025, https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024.
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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the role of Muslim women in legal mediation
processes in the Southemn Border Provinces, their potential and success factors, as well
as problems and obstacles encountered in their work. This qualitative research
employed in-depth interviews with 15 participants, including women from civil society
organizations, women working in mediation processes, female legal professionals, and
relisious leaders. Content analysis and thematic analysis were used for data analysis.
The findings revealed that Muslim women play diverse roles in mediation, categorized
into three main groups: mediators for violence-related issues in the area, mediators for
family and inheritance disputes, and mediators in court proceedings. Key strengths
include feminine gentleness and easier access to victims, Muslim female identity that
builds trust, maternal roles, and the integration of Islamic principles in mediation
processes. However, significant challenges were identified, including lack of initial
confidence from disputants, insufficient budget support, and safety risks. Community
leaders fully accepted and supported the role of Muslim female mediators. This study
demonstrates the potential of Muslim women as important mechanisms for
sustainable peacebuilding and conflict resolution in the Southern Border Provinces.

Keywords: Muslim Women Mediators, Legal Pluralism, Alternative Justice

System, Southern Bordered Provinces, Islamic law
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