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Abstract
Since the reign of King Rama V, the history of Thalang and the Battles of Thalang that
took place in 1786 and 1809, was derived from secondary evidence such as: 1) The Thalang

Chronicles and the book ‘Thao Thep Krasattri Thao Sri Sunthon: Report of the 2" Thalang
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Historical Seminar, 1996”, which placed Thalang City and the battlefields of 1785 at Ban Ta
Khian, Thalang District; and 2) The Rattanakosin Chronicles, in which King Rama |l stated that
Thalang city in 1809 is the old town near the north coast of the island, while the 1809
battlefield was placed at Ban Don

However, from new foreign primary evidence, it can be stated that: 1) Thalang City in
1785 was Tharua City, which agrees with the accounts of British eyewitnesses that reported
the attack of the Burmese army on Tharua City and Tharua Bay. Therefore, the battlefield of
Thalang in 1785 was at Tharua City and Tharua Bay; and 2) French missionary eyewitnesses
who was present in this conflict and was taken as a prisoner of the Burmese also indicate that

Thalang City and the 1809 battlefield were at Tharua City.
Keywords: Thalang, Battle of Thalang 1786, Battle of Thalang in 1809, Tharua City
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Jan Sylan Tunilsde A Voyage from Calcutta to the Mergui Archipelago, Lying on the East Side
of the Bay of Bengal; describing a chain of islands, never before surveyed...also, an account

of the islands Jan Sylan, Pulo Pinang and the port of Queda lagl Captain Thomas Forrest fiUsiu
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A Map of Island Jan Sylan or Junk Ceylon

W8k98). A Map of Island Jan Sylan or Junk Ceylon ANUSED A Voyage from Calcutta to the Mergui
Archipelago, \ae Forrest (1792, pp. 29-31).
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Account of the Island Jan Sylan

A C Cc O U N T
or THE

ISLAND JAN SYULAN.

Befides the harbour of Popra above-mentioned, there is another
capacious harbour on the fouth-weft part of the ifland, as the na-
tives informed me; but I never was in it. The place where fhips
generally anchor is in a good road, well fheltered behind a fmall
ifland now joined to the main ifland at low water, lying in 8° 10’ N
lat. On the main oppofite to this ifland is a creek that leads to
the village of Terowa, confifting of about 80 houfes, on a plain,

After having with much difficulty got up this narrow creck,
where oars cannot be ufed, on the upper part, paddles only, and
perhaps againft a ftrong current, one is much pleafed to reach the
pleafant rivulet above-mentioned; and here refides Pee-peemont,
the governor, or viceroy, from the court of Siam. This governor,
when I was there in 1784, had_three affiftants, or perhaps rather
colleagues, as they partook of his power : their names were Pee-Tu~
keraty Pee-Siring, and Pee-Lancrac. Each of thefe officers had about
fixty followers, a kind of retainers, who in a great meafure live on
the community ; for, receiving little pay, they opprefs the inhabi-
tants: their arms are a mufquet and bayonet, {word and dagger.
I have often feen them attending their mafters at Pee-peemont’s
houfe, where they all met frequently upon bufinefs.

1a71¢/4916). Account of the Island Jan Sylan 984 Captain Forrest nnide A Voyage from Calcutta to the

Mersui Archipelago, 1ag Forrest (1792, pp. 29-31).
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PLAN DE L'ISLH
JUNKSEILON,
7§;€ .I

Note. Plan de l'Archipel de Merguy, depuis les Isles Moscos jusqu'a llsle Domel. Plan de llsle Junkseilon,
et de son Port situés a la cote de Queda. (to accompany) Neptune Criental. De d'Apres.by Apres de
Mannevillette, Jean-Baptiste-Nicolas-Denis d', 1707-1780, 1810, Depot Generale de la Marine,Paris.
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YI48). LLNuﬁ Kaart van het Eiland Junkseilon (Johannes van Keulen, 1753).
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A new general map of the East Indies
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Francis Light’s letters to John Macpherson Governor-General

Note. Francis Light’s letters to John Macpherson Governor-General, 3 April 1786, Council Minutes, 6 April
1786, Straits Settlements Consultations, British Library, London.
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“That Pia Pimon governor of Salang died about the begining of December last. That
the Burmans about the 20 January last assembled a fleet of prow and an army 16,000 men
at the river Gra in latt 9.40 N and there established a place of arms. On the 4 February an
advanced party took and burnt Popra. On the 8' th the van of their fleet appeared off Terruah
bay when | sailed for this place.” (Scott, 1786)

Mula “wszerfinaididiosnansang edueusuinaufiiiuun Jufl 20 unsieu neade
MUAZNDINIT 16,000 WBBaTN Futiiing agfign 9 83 40 AUnwile Tuil 4 nuantus
nesvimarstindauazin Popra (Uinnsevimjuhdnslan) Juil 8 immihvenesiewsihdsngiu
figrviide ot i waudeludeniil”

AW 7

James Scott’s letters to John Macpherson Governor-General
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Note. James Scott’s letters to John Macpherson Governor-General, 31 March 1786, Counol Minutes,

2 May 1786, Straits Settlements Consultations, British Library, London.
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newmidendnlaufiiles Junk Salang fiemviige
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(Launay, 1920)

aAmd 10

Letter of Rabeau to Rectenwald 1810

i ' M. Raveav A M. RecTexwato,
A, MoE., vol, 887, p. 601, = N, L. K., vol. ¥, p, 385,
Jongselang, 22 janvier 1310,

HISTOIRE

MISSION DE Je ne puis mieux commencer celte lettre qu'en m'écriant avec le pro-
. phéte Jérémie : « Qui est-ce qui donnera i ma téte une sovrce de larmes, et

Jomew sy (1 j¢ pleurerai l'affliction et la désolation de mon peuple | » L'on a peut-éire

déja regn & Poulo-Pinang la nouvelle de la prise et de l'incendie de la ville
HOT S ¢t do la forteresse de Jongselang. Cette nouvelle est malheureusement trop
' vraie, Aprés quatre semaines d un slége trés sanglant, la forteresse, 'espé-

rance et le refuge de tous les habitants de I'le, a été bralée et Eriee par l'en-

nemi ; quelques-uns des habitants ont éié wés, un plus grand nombre faits

prisonniers, et la-plupart dispersés dana les foréts. :

Pour moi, j'étais artivé a Jongselang un samedi, vers minuit. Le lende-

o8 Suchre o Mesoers-Bnasoears N...e..

Note. Histoire de la Mission de Siam, 1662-1811. Par Adrien Launay 1920.
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