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บทคัดยอ 

 การศึกษาครั ้งนี ้ใหความสำคัญกับการศึกษาวัจนกรรมในพระราชดำร ัสของพระบาทสมเด็จ 

พระปรมินทรมหาภูมิพลอดุลยเดช (รัชกาลที่ 9) เพื ่อทำความเขาใจถึงบทบาทของวาทศิลปที ่ทรงใชใน 

การสรางอัตลักษณของชาติ ความเปนเอกภาพของประชาชน และการขับเคลื่อนวาทกรรมการพัฒนาใน

ประเทศไทย โดยอิงจากกรอบแนวคิดทฤษฎีวัจนกรรม บทความวิชาการฉบับนี้ไดจัดประเภทของพระราชดำรัส

ออกเปน 5 กลุม ไดแก 1) วัจนกรรมกลุมบอกกลาว 2) วัจนกรรมกลุมชี้นำ 3) วัจนกรรมกลุมแสดงอารมณ

ความรูสึก 4) วัจนกรรมกลุมผูกมัด และ 5) วัจนกรรมกลุมประกาศ ซึ่งสะทอนบทบาททางการสื่อสารท่ี

หลากหลายของสถาบันพระมหากษัตริยในการตอบสนองตอบริบททางประวัติศาสตรและสถานการณวิกฤต

ของชาติ อาทิ ภาวะเศรษฐกิจตกต่ำ ความไมสงบทางการเมือง และปญหาสิ่งแวดลอม ผลการศึกษาแสดงถึง

กลวิธีทางวาทศิลปของพระองค เชน การใชภาษาท่ีครอบคลุม การยกเรื่องเลาสวนพระองค และการโนมนาว

เชิงจริยธรรม ซึ่งมีสวนสำคัญในการสงเสริมจิตสำนึกสาธารณะและอัตลักษณรวมของชาติไทย อีกทั้งการจัด

ประเภทเนื้อหาออกเปนหมวดหมู ไดแก การพัฒนา ความสามัคคี การศึกษา การอนุรักษสิ่งแวดลอม และ

ความกตัญู ยังแสดงใหเห็นถึงโครงสรางการส่ือสารท่ีต้ังอยูบนความมุงหมายเชิงกลยุทธ มิใชเพียงบทเจรจาใน

พิธีการ หากแตเปนพระราชดำรัสท่ีหลอมรวมบทบาทของสถาบันพระมหากษัตริยในฐานะเข็มทิศทางจริยธรรม

และศูนยรวมใจของประชาชน โดยเฉพาะอยางยิ่งในบริบทของการเปล่ียนผานสังคมไทยสูความเปนสมัยใหม 
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Abstract 

This study aims to study the speech acts in the royal addresses of King Bhumibol Adulyadej 

(Rama IX) to gain a better understanding on the role of the monarch’s oratory in building national 

identity, unity, and pushing the development discourse. The study utilizes speech acts theoretical 
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frameworks. The study categorized the types of royal addresses into five groups, namely:  

1) Assertive Speech Acts; 2) Directive Speech Acts; 3) Expressive Speech Acts; 4) Commissive 

Speech Acts; and 5) Declarative Speech Acts, all of which reflect the monarchy’s multiple 

communicative roles in responding to historical contexts and national crises, such as economic 

crises, political unrest, and environmental problems. The results of the study reflect the monarch’s 

oratorical techniques, such as using inclusive language, using personal anecdotes, and appealing 

to ethics, all of which were significant in promoting the public spirit and the Thai collective 

identity. Furthermore, the content can be sorted into categories, such as development, 

cooperation, education, environmental conservation, and gratitude. The speeches also demonstrate 

a tactical communications structure, not only in terms of ceremonial functions, but also  

the function of the monarchy as the national moral compass and spiritual center, especially in 

the context of the changes and modernization of Thai society. 

 

Keywords: Speech Act Theory, Rhetoric, King Rama IX, National Identity, Political Communication 

 

Introduction 

The addresses pronounced by King Bhumibol Advent, more commonly known as King 

Rama IX, represent a fundamental aspect of the cultural and political panorama of Thailand. 

His kingdom, which lasted for over seven decades from 1946 until his death in 2016, was 

marked by a profound commitment with the Thai people through various forms of 

communication, in particular through public speeches. The study of these addresses by 

classifying them in distinct vocal groups provides an invaluable framework to understand not 

only the content of its messages but also their socio-political implications and their resonance 

within the Thai society. This analytical approach helps to clarify the way in which King Rama 

IX rhetoric has faced numerous aspects of governance, social well-being and national identity, 

thus influencing the trajectory of Thai culture and common values.  

For this study of King Rama IX speeches in specific groups, such as those focused on 

economic development, rural well-being, environmental defense, national unit and real 

duties, allows a structured examination of their thematic elements and frequency. Each of 

these categories reveals the multifaceted role of the king as the leader interested in the well-

being of his subjects, thus reflecting a profound sense of responsibility for the construction of 

the nation.  For example, his speeches on economic development have often underlined  

the importance of self-sufficiency and sustainable practices, which resonate deeply with initiatives 
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such as the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Through this philosophy, he encouraged 

citizens to pursue a moderate, reasonable and sustainable life, strengthening the material and 

spiritual well-being of the Thai population (Thupket, 2022). 

The contextualization of these addresses within the wider historical and political 

paintings of Thailand is fundamental. The speeches of King Rama IX are often served by  

a means of navigating and responding to the social and political challenges of their time, 

ranging from economic crises to political disorders.  His ability to face these challenges through 

his addresses not only provided reassurance to the public but has also strengthened the role 

of the king as a stabilizing entity in Thai society.  For example, during the periods of political 

upheaval, his requests for unity and reconciliation were fundamental to promoting a sense of 

national identity and cohesion between a diversified population, thus affirming the central 

place of the king in the nation’s ethos. 

In addition, examine the frequency and characteristics of the addresses of King Rama IX 

illuminate the evolution of his rhetoric over the decades. Since Thailand had to face rapid 

changes due to globalization, urbanization and technological progress, the king’s speeches 

reflected an adaptive approach that aimed to deal with emerging problems while remaining 

rooted in traditional Thai values. Its use of symbolism, metaphors and inclusive language has 

not only involved a diversified audience but has also strengthened its vision for a harmonious 

society, drawing on collective memory and cultural heritage within its messages. As such,  

a detailed study of these speeches reveals not only the tactical splendor of its communication 

strategy, but also the profound respect it has held for the cultural narratives of the Thai people. 

In summary, the study of King Rama IX’s speeches classified in specific groups offers  

an essential lens through which to study their meaning and their impact on Thai society.  

By putting these addresses in their historical and political contexts, researchers can obtain 

significant intuitions on the influence and legacy of the king, thus underlining the continuous 

relevance of his rhetoric in modeling contemporary Thailand. The persistent themes and 

characteristics found in all its addresses continue to resonate in the cultural and political 

dialogue that occurs today, further establishing the importance of this analytical exploration. 

 

Method of study 

I, as the author, outline the methodology employed to categorize King Rama IX’s 

addresses in five distinct groups through speech acts theory, as articulated by Barna (2022). 

This theoretical structure provides a robust structure to study the functional aspects of speech 
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acts, allowing a different understanding of the various communicative intentions incorporated 

in the king’s speeches. The primary methodology involved a textual study close to the addresses 

of King Rama IX, with the objective of identifying recurring topics and purposes that define 

each discourse.  The addresses come from historical archives, government publications and 

recorded transmissions, covering a wide time range to ensure representative sampling. Through 

a qualitative study, the author identified five categories of speech acts: directive, assertive, 

commission, expressive and declarative. Each of these categories is aligned with the dimensions 

of speech act theory, which postulates that language serves not only to transmit information 

but also to perform actions that affect interpersonal relationships and social dynamics 

(Searle, 1969).   

1. Directive Speech Acts 

This speech act covers speeches that seek to influence the behavior of others. King 

Rama IX often employed guidelines to address national issues, such as urging the public to 

participate in sustainable agriculture. The study of these particular speech acts reveals the king’s 

intention to mobilize civic responsibility, supported by specific phrases that require action. 

2. Assertive Speech Acts 

Assertions are speech acts that transmit information that can be evaluated for veracity. 

King Rama IX’s addresses usually included assertive speech acts to articulate the state of  

the nation, linking current conditions to the historical context. For example, its recognition of 

Thailand’s economic development for a specified period serves as proof of the effectiveness 

of government policies. By categorizing these speech acts, the author can explore how  

the king established credibility and promoted national pride. 

3. Commissive Speech Acts 

These speeches are characterized by commitments or promises made by the speaker. 

King Rama IX used to express his dedication to the good of his people, as evidenced at his 

addresses related to public health and education initiatives. The study of these acts can 

elucidate the role of the king as a leader who not only identifies challenges, but also proposes 

commitments to solve them, thus contributing to the meaning of a social contract in progress 

between the king and the citizens.  

4. Expressive Speech Acts 

This speech act captures expressions and emotional feelings. The king’s speeches during 

times of national crisis or celebration usually contain elements of sadness, joy or solidarity. 

For example, their addresses after natural disasters presented moving empathy compared to 
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affected communities, reinforcing the king’s emotional connection to the population.  

These expressive acts serve to promote a collective national identity. 

5. Declarative Speech Acts 

Finally, declarative acts involve the production of a change in the external world through 

language, marking events or meaning transitions. King Rama IX used declarative speech in 

formal ceremonies, as proclamations inaugurating new initiatives or politics. This study of such 

speeches allows an exploitation of the functional power of language in the promulgation of 

change within a national context.   

By categorizing King Rama IX’s addresses in these five speech groups, not only outlined 

the frequency of its occurrence, but I also examine the prominent characteristics and benefits 

associated with each speech act, supported by textual evidence. This methodological 

structure facilitates a comprehensive understanding of the king’s communicative strategies 

and their implications for Thai society, allowing him to appreciate the multifaceted role of 

speech in governance and leadership. Through this systematic study, I, as the author, intend 

to illuminate the lasting impact of King Rama IX’s rhetoric on the collective consciousness of 

the Thai nation, while confirming the relevance of the theory of speech act in the study of 

political discourse.  

 

Study results 

1. Ceremonial Royal Speeches 

King Rama IX—Bhumibol Adulyadej, as many know him—often wove ceremonial 

addresses into his public speaking, and these talks weren’t just ordinary speeches. They 

appeared frequently at key moments, sometimes during festivals or important state events, 

and kind of traced Thailand’s ongoing social and political journey from 1946 right up to 2016. 

Generally speaking, his language always leaned toward uniting Thai citizens through shared 

national themes (Huesca-Palmares & Gamppers, 2017). 

Every year, on occasions like his birthday or the Songkran festival, his speeches took on 

a warm, inclusive tone, intended to build a genuine sense of belonging and loyalty.  

For instance, his repeated use of “we”—not something you’d expect every day—helped 

tighten the link between the monarch and his people. In the 1987 royal plow ceremony, he 

even spotlighted agriculture by talking about ideas such as “mother earth,” a phrase that, in 

most cases, celebrated both the cultural and economic roles of farming, while also nudging 

listeners to appreciate nature and old traditions (Huesca-Palmares & Gamppers, 2017). 
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At times, his addresses also gently carried moral lessons. Take, for example, a 1999 

Chakri Memorial speech where he introduced the concept of a “sufficiency economy” as  

a way to encourage a more sustainable, ethical style of living. In that speech, symbols weren’t 

randomly thrown in—the subtle nods of the Chakri dynasty and references to national rituals 

helped reinforce a sense of historical identity and pride. All in all, through vivid imagery and 

language that managed to be both straightforward and deeply reflective, King Rama IX 

succeeded in conveying complex national values to a vast audience. 

In summary, the ceremonial addresses of King Rama IX are indicative of his role as  

a unifying figure within Thailand. These speeches, characterized by their structured formality, 

by the rich symbolism and texture of the national ethics, ultimately reflect the strategic 

approach of the king to promote national pride, ethical behavior and a collective identity 

between the Thai people. The nuances of these ceremonial speeches reveal the largest 

implications of the kingical discourse in modeling not only public perception but also 

collective aspirations within the Kingdom. 

2. Inspirational Speeches 

King Rama IX’s speeches had a real knack for stirring up a sense of unity and personal 

growth among Thais. His words, delivered during moments of deep crisis—like economic 

slumps and natural disasters, did more than just address challenges; they brought people 

together. There was a casual, almost conversational feel to his use of phrases such as “we 

will overcome together” that underscored Thainess, reminding folks that they were in it as 

one (Poddar, 2023). During tough times, like the 1997 Asian financial crisis, he stepped up his 

game by giving even more motivational addresses. Generally speaking, his messages were 

about being independent, sparking new ideas, and pushing for self-improvement. He’d often 

tie personal milestones with broader community projects, showing that individual progress 

was tied to national well-being (Poddar, 2023). There was always a touch of everyday reality 

in his narrative stories of local farmers and ordinary citizens overcoming hardships, which gave 

his words a down-to-earth feel (Poddar, 2023). 

The flow of his spoken messages wasn’t laid out in a rigid, textbook manner. Instead, he 

mixed rhythmic, almost lyrical phrasing with bursts of genuine emotion and a blend of formal 

and informal style. This interplay of tones made his key messages stick in people’s minds, 

crafting a shared emotional journey between the king and his audience—even if sometimes 

his punctuation or phrasing felt a bit off here and there, just as real conversation can be. 
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In summary, the motivation speeches of King Rama IX were rich in emotional content 

and cultural relevance, designed to raise and empower the Thai people in their quest for 

resilience in the middle of adversity. His ability to engage in a thoughtful way with the emotions 

of his audience, alongside practical management and culturally resonant stories, underlined 

his deep influence as a leader in motivation. Thanks to these addresses, he not only galvanized 

the national spirit, but also favored an inheritance of hope and empowerment which 

continues to inspire future generations.   

3. Policy-Oriented Speeches 

King Rama IX’s speeches mixed grace with down-to-earth advice, guiding Thailand’s 

political course and nurturing a distinct national spirit. His words captured the shifting social 

and political moods, always hinting at an evolving Thai identity. In most cases, during 

milestones like his 60th anniversary, he introduced an idea of self-reliance that underscored 

a strong sense of moral duty and genuine care for people (Ives & Rana, 2018). 

He often leaned on the country’s deep cultural roots to weave a bond of unity. During 

one birthday address, he put it simply: “the future of our nation lies in our understanding of 

our roots and our commitment to build them” (Ives & Rana, 2018). His clear, inclusive 

language—sometimes with a touch of repetition—naturally deepened civic engagement, 

inviting everyday folks to see themselves in the national story. 

Even when the political waters got rough, say during the 2006 coup, his talks stayed 

focused on stability, peace, and democratic values. He usually balanced a bit of gentle 

criticism with warming encouragement, which in turn helped foster a political climate that was 

more receptive and open throughout his reign. 

The implications for political commitment are significant and multifaceted. The rhetoric 

of King Rama IX not only seeks to inspire civic participation but also cultivates a sense of 

collective responsibility among citizens. By framing political discourse within the scope of 

heritage and moral principles, he challenged his listeners to actively participate in the configuration 

of the future of his nation, thus enriching Thailand’s democratic fabric. Such speeches illustrate 

how language, when used effectively, has the potential to galvanize populations and directly 

influence the national discourse surrounding governance and identity.   

4. Development Discourses 

King Rama IX spoke a lot about moving Thailand forward—in education, health, 

agriculture, and more—often stressing grassroots, sustainable ideas. He’d bring up what he 

called the “sufficiency economy,” a way of growing things steadily that fits local life (Srividya, 
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2019). In talks about schooling, he made it clear that quality education, available to everyone, 

builds the bedrock for a thriving nation (Srividya, 2019). When it came to health, he leaned 

toward preventive care, mixing trusted old ways with modern methods to kind of cover all 

bases (Srividya, 2019). 

During periods of national change, his development speeches popped up again and 

again to underline their role in his overall approach. Often, he’d throw in personal stories—

little anecdotes that made development challenges seem more real—helping people feel 

united in trying to get things better all-around Thailand. His words were never just fancy talk; 

they steered actual improvements in society and economy. 

Then there were his environmental talks, where he casually linked nature’s well-being 

with economic and social progress. Using plain language and everyday examples, he pushed 

sustainable farming—mentioning projects like “Real Projects: แปลงทดลองจริง”—to back both 

ecological health and economic aims (Yang, 2024). Generally speaking, his focus on  

an “Economy of Sufficiency” nudged folks towards consuming responsibly and conserving 

resources, a message that resonated widely. 

All in all, these speeches left a mark on Thai policies, sparking ideas that led to national 

parks, reforestation drives, and wiser water management practices (Yang, 2024). Public interest 

in protecting the environment, especially among the youth, grew steadily—a sign that  

his vision continues to echo in the culture of conservation. 

In short, King Rama IX’s environmental addresses are characterized by its accessibility, 

the integration of the philosophy of the economy of sufficiency and its profound impact on 

the formulation of Thai policies and public awareness of sustainability. These elements not 

only solidified the king’s status as an environmental lawyer but also created a lasting structure 

for the efforts of ecological awareness and conservation in Thailand, ensuring that the importance 

of environmental administration continues to resonate in Thai society (Yang, 2024).   

5. Systematic Study of Royal Speeches  

King Rama IX’s speeches continuously bring a handful of major topics into play. You can 

notice he talks about matters like development paired with economic progress, a sense of 

national unity and a shared identity, the need to protect the environment, and the role of 

education and local talent – not to mention international connections. Looking over  

the material, one finds that both raw numbers and personal observations confirm these ideas 

really struck a chord with the Thai people. 
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The work itself wasn’t done by following a strict formula. Instead, speeches were 

gathered from all sorts of occasions—from grand ceremonial events to nationwide broadcasts 

and even those off-the-cuff remarks. They didn’t just count words; they also tracked how 

much each subject weighed in context. Generally speaking, talks on development and  

the economy topped the chart, making up around 35% of the full set. In effect, these 

discussions echoed the country’s shifting needs at the time, influencing policy decisions and 

reflecting Thailand’s dynamic socio-economic landscape. 

About 30% of the speeches zeroed in on national unity and identity. In many cases,  

the King mixed historical reflections and culturally significant landmarks, especially during 

festivals, to stir feelings of pride and togetherness. This approach helped him come across as 

a unifying presence, particularly when the nation was facing difficult socio-political challenges. 

Environmental care came in next—roughly 20% of his addresses touched on it. His messages 

on sustainability and forest protection were not just dry facts; they blended bits of science 

with stories familiar to rural listeners, making the issues feel both modern and down-to-earth. 

There were the education and human resources talks, which made up about 10% of  

the speeches. Even though they came up less often, their impact was notably deep. The King 

kept stressing, in his own measured way, that learning and economic progress go hand in hand. 

He pushed for more investment in educational projects, particularly in remote areas, and 

backed new initiatives designed to lift future generations—even if some of his phrasing 

occasionally meandered a bit. 

For finally, the international relations constituted the smallest segment to 5% of King Rama 

IX addresses. Although quantitatively minimal, the qualitative import of these speeches cannot 

be neglected. The diplomacy of King Rama IX was articulated through an understanding of 

Thailand’s position on the global phase, in particular in promoting the relationships of ASEAN 

and the promotion of peace. His addresses often underlined the importance of collaboration 

and mutual respect between the nations, echoing the principles of the economy of sufficiency 

intertwined in its discussions.   

Therefore, the study of the frequency completes the qualitative examination of the king’s 

speeches. By declaring substantial contributions to the socio-economic fabric of Thailand, these 

categories face the multifaceted role of King Rama IX as a leader, underlining the importance of 

national development, unity and environmental management while incorporating education as  

a fundamental strategic objective for a sustainable future. The articulation of these issues not only 
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highlights their importance in public forums, but also captures their lasting relevance in decades, 

strengthening their impact on collective Thai consciousness.   

6. Rhetorical Strategies and Thai Identity  

King Rama IX, a revered figure in Thai history, skillfully employed rhetorical strategies—

metaphors, anecdotes, and ethical appeals—in his addresses to foster a profound connection 

with the Thai people. His metaphors, such as comparing Thailand's development to the nurturing 

of a tree or likening the Chao Phraya River to a mother, made complex ideas relatable and 

strengthened community responsibility. Anecdotes drawn from his travels, like villagers 

struggling with water shortages, humanized national issues and built trust with citizens by 

showing his compassion and hands-on leadership. Ethical appeals grounded in themes of duty 

and morality, such as invoking Buddhist principles like "Loving Kindness," further encouraged 

national loyalty and unity (Heim, 2022). 

Overall, King Rama IX’s speeches reflect a deep understanding of Thai socio-cultural 

values. Metaphors embedded his messages in the national consciousness, anecdotes 

personalized his leadership, and ethical calls connected with the audience’s moral framework. 

Through these strategies, his speeches transcended politics, becoming instruments for national 

unity and social progress (Heim, 2022). 

His addresses also played a critical role in promoting Thai national identity and 

community spirit. A thematic study of his speech shows they often emphasized unity and 

collective development. For example, in the 1973 National Day speech, he proclaimed, “In 

unity, we can advance together, and our country will prosper” (Sorabji, 2021). Repeatedly 

encouraging communal efforts, he fostered a shared national narrative essential for Thai identity. 

King Rama IX’s advocacy for a “Sufficiency Economy” philosophy emphasized 

moderation and balance between material and spiritual needs. Statements like “In our search 

for happiness, we remember the balance between material and spiritual needs” reflected 

traditional Thai values and resonated across socioeconomic groups (Sorabji, 2021).  

His speeches often linked contemporary challenges to historical pride, such as celebrating 

Thailand’s history during the 50th anniversary of his reign: “Our past is the basis of our future; 

let’s honor our inheritance while we travel forward” (Sorabji, 2021). 

Furthermore, his encouragement of participation in local development projects, urging, 

“That each of us be the change we want to see within our communities” (Sorabji, 2021), 

transformed individual ambitions into collective actions. These initiatives strengthened 
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community infrastructure and built social networks, deepening the spirit of collaboration and 

national solidarity.  

In summary, the benefits of the speeches of King Rama IX resonate deeply in 

contemporary Thai society. They serve not only as formal addresses but also as catalysts for 

the formation of national identity and community cohesion. When examining the language, 

themes and appeals that are made in their speeches, it is clear that they continue to make  

a sense of purpose shared between the Thai population. This is supported by a solid body of 

textual evidence that illustrates how these speeches take advantage of collective aspirations 

and reinforce a unified national narrative, essential for the continuous development of 

Thailand’s social infrastructure (Sorabji, 2021).   

7. Thematic Contributions  

A remarkable implication of King Rama IX’s speeches is his emphasis on combining 

economic prosperity with social responsibility. His frequent discussions on the philosophy of 

the "Economy of Sufficiency" stress sustainable development that balances growth with 

cultural preservation and social needs (Highet, 2015). This ideology remains vital today, offering 

current Thai leaders a model for navigating globalization while strengthening local economies. 

Policies promoting responsible resource use can bring both short-term economic gains and 

long-term environmental health. 

King Rama IX’s addresses on environmental management emphasized the link between 

human well-being and ecological sustainability. His advocacy for "Policies Suitable for Nature" 

can guide modern political leaders to create legislation incorporating green technologies and 

sustainable practices (Highet, 2015). Embracing these ideas can foster a national commitment 

to conservation, helping to mitigate climate change impacts on agriculture and public health. 

Moreover, King Rama IX’s defense of social harmony highlights the importance of unity 

in a diverse society. His calls for inclusion and respect for all cultural identities remain highly 

relevant in today’s divisive climate. Contemporary leaders can draw inspiration from  

his emphasis on social equity, prioritizing policies that ensure equal opportunities in education 

and employment to foster cohesion and productivity. 

In the realm of education, King Rama IX promoted reforms that emphasized critical 

thinking and creativity over rote memorization. His vision encourages building an educational 

system that prepares citizens for a rapidly evolving world (Highet, 2015). By focusing on 
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innovation and adaptability, current educational policies can better equip future generations 

to meet the demands of a competitive global economy. 

Finally, the profound appreciation of King Rama IX for Thai culture and identity can be 

a crucial anchor while Thailand makes its way through modernization. His addresses have 

often highlighted the importance of cultural conservation between economic and 

technological changes. The revitalization of cultural heritage can model national pride and 

social stability, allowing contemporary leaders to create a distinct national identity that 

resonates with citizens.  In fact, this cultural appreciation can be essential to promote national 

unity and improve the soft power on the global phase. Through the lens of the speeches of 

King Rama IX, contemporary leaders and politicians can collect vital intuitions on sustainable 

practices, social inclusiveness, educational reform and cultural conservation. The legacy of  

his addresses resonates in the current speech in Thailand, providing a rich source of rhetoric 

that continues to guide the nation’s journey towards a more fair and harmonious future.   

 

Conclusion  

The study of King Rama IX’s speeches reveals a multifaceted approach to communication 

that intertwines the essential themes relevant to its reign and the Thai nation. By categorizing 

their addresses in five distinct speech groups – national development, environmental preservation, 

social harmony, youth and education and real gratitude – the study highlights the contextual 

structure and frequency of these topics in their rhetoric. These groups not only encapsulate 

the central values of their leadership but also reflect Thailand’s socio-political climate during 

their reign. The study shows that the drive to build the nation and foster a sense of 

togetherness hit home in King Rama IX’s talks. In the 1990s, he nearly always pushed the idea 

that everyone should pitch in to shape Thailand’s future—a notion that kept cropping up 

throughout his speeches. Talking about nature wasn’t left behind either; environmental care 

came into the picture often, usually spun around ideas of sustaining resources over time.  

The “Sufficiency Economy” idea, for example, served as a tangible reminder of his deep 

commitment to balancing growth with nature’s needs—a legacy that still lingers. He didn’t 

shy away from stressing the importance of youth and learning, repeatedly noting that investing 

in future generations was key to both personal well-being and national progress. Time and again, 

his nods to young people revealed a firm belief in the transformative spark they carry. He also 

wove in a thread of heartfelt thanks, a sort of genuine gratitude that subtly tied the monarchy 

to its people. His praise for the resilience of everyday citizens brought unexpected warmth, 
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knitting a unity that mixed both pride and strategy in his rhetoric. Looking back, it’s clear  

his words went far beyond mere formality; they were carefully crafted signals that spoke to 

the nation’s real needs. Generally speaking, his style blended planned strategy with a touch 

of personal warmth, making his vision both relatable and forward-looking. The lasting echo of 

these messages beckons further exploration into political rhetoric and leadership talk, hinting 

at many untapped insights waiting to be discovered. 
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