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Houses in Thailand through Thailand’s Internet Database

Supicha Thakolprajak
Eastern Languages Department, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, 10900, Thailand
Email: ma_may_mayy@hotmail.com
Kanokporn Numtong
Eastern Languages Department, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University, Bangkok, 10900, Thailand

Email: wugiong_th@yahoo.com

Abstract: This article aims to survey and collect overall cultural knowledge of joss houses in
Thailand. All the data was collected through the Thailand’s Internet database found in 1986-
2016. 64 results were found in the database that consist of 15 theses, 5 research studies, 33
articles and 11 books. They can be grouped by their different contents into 5 smaller
subgroups which are 1.) a group that aims that studies religious belief and historical view on
joss houses, 2.) a group that studies culture and cultural changing of joss houses, 3.) a group
that studies rituals performed in joss houses, 4.) a group that studies architecture and
preservation of joss houses and 5.) a group that introduces joss houses as tourist destinations.
The result reveals that the group that studies architecture and preservation of joss houses
and the group that studies religious belief and historical view on joss houses are the two
groups that have been studied on the most. Judging from the span of time, it is likely that
there is an increase in the studies of joss houses in Thailand, especially the studies that deal
with joss house’s ceremonies, possibly because people are becoming more and more
interested with the ceremonies. That’s why there is an increase in the studies that deal with
joss house’s holy ceremonies. From this study, we can establish that joss houses are of
importance and therefore worth preserving and developing.

Keywords: Cultural Knowledge; Joss houses in Thailand; Joss houses
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