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The Study of Meaning and Usage of Problematic Classifiersin
Mandarin Chinese in Thai University Students
-—A case study of Chinese major fourth-year university students

in Chiang Mai

Namonrut Yamwong
Chinese Department, Faculty of Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,
Payap University, Chiang Mai, 50000, Thailand

Email: namonrut_y@hotmail.co.th

Abstract: This research has two objectives: first, to classify, study the meaning
and analyze the classifiers used in Mandarin that Thai learners should know and
use frequently; second, to study the types of classifiers in Mandarin that are
often incorrectly used by Thai students.The study found that The types of
Chinese classifiers that Thai students should know are divided into 8 types: 1.
Classifiers that have the same pronunciation but have different meanings and
usage, such as 3 (zh1), 2 (zhi), i (zhi) 2. classifiers that have similar
meanings and usage, for example, 1 (gén), 32 (zhi), %% (tido) 3. Classifiers
whose Chinese characters are similar, but they have different meanings and
usage, such as f% (pian), # (bidn) 4. the same noun type, but used with
different classifiers, such as the classifiers used for animal nouns, which are: 4%
(tido), A (zhi), UL(p1) 5.classifiers that have the same meaning, but there are
different senses of meaning, such as 1~(g&) and fi7. (wei). 6. complex uses of

the classifier 4~ (ge). 7. classifiers that represent different units of
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measurement, such as A H (gongli) mile, 2K(mi) meters. 8. classifiers that do
not fit into any of the above groups. However, they appear in the textbooks and
the Chinese language test preparation books (HSK) class 1-6, such as Jffi (ping),
% (sui), fi (bei), Z(céng).

The study of the classification of the classifiers in Mandarin that are
often incorrectly used by Thai students. It is found out that classifiers that have
similar meanings and usage, such as #: (dong), are most often misused by
91% of the students. They are confused with the terms FT(su0), Z(jia) and &
(zu0). The same noun types, but are used with different classifiers, such as the
classifiers used for animal nouns: 2% (tido) which are misused by 48% of the
students and are confused with the word X (zh1). Classifiers that have the same
pronunciation but different in writing and meaning, for example #(ké), are
misused by 71% of the students and are confused with the word #i(ké).
Classifiers whose Chinese characters are similar, but they have different
meanings and usage, such as &l (fl), are misused by 62% of the students and
are confused with i (f0), etc.

Keywords: meanings and principles; Classifiers in Mandarin Chinese;Thai

students
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