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Quantitative and Comparative study on the Synonym
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Abstract: Based on the "Global Chinese Dictionary", we establish a database
and extract 900 synonyms between Southeast Asian Chinese and Mandarin
through the study on the definition of Exclusive Words, Homonyms, Synonyms
and the relationship between them. Then we conduct a Quantitative and
Comparative study on those words from the dimensions of countries and
regions, the Quantity of Synonyms, the source from foreign language and
Chinese dialect, the lexical category and word length, and the semantic
categories. The study found that most synonyms are used in Singapore, Malaysia
and Thailand; most synonyms are in one-to-one relationship; the main foreign
language sources of Synonyms are English, Thai, Malay, and the main Chinese
dialect sources are Guangdong dialect, Fujian dialect, and Wu dialect; most
Synonym are nouns and disyllabic words; most Synonym belong to the

concrete matter, the abstraction, the living beings and the social activities.

Keywords: Southeast Asian Chinese; Mandarin; Synonyms
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