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PEEH RN - REBEEXRS
A Linguistics Study of Dong-Shui language Sub-Branch in China

Metcha Sodsongkrit
Department of Eastern Languages and Literature. Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Ubon Ratchathani University, Ubon Ratchathani, 34190, Thailand

Email: metchaweiging@hotmail.com

Abstract: The objective of the research is to study the Linguistics of Dong-Shui
language sub-branch in China that Chinese government has endorsed as an
ethic group. This includes four languages, namely: Dong, Maonan, Mulam and
Shui. The study is a literature research which synthesizes the research
documents of Chinese scholars, presents ethnographic information, and
analyses linguistic relativity. The research findings indicate that Chinese scholars
still categorize Dong, Maonan, Mulam and Shui languages into Sino-Tibetan
because of the many ancient Tai-Chinese related words. However, they are not
related to Thai language. Moreover, there are many words, and certain grammar
and syntax that are borrowed from Han Chinese. According to analysis of the
relation of phonology, word system and syntax, these four languages are closely
related. Dual comparison shows that Maonan and Shui are most closely related.
Furthermore, tridimensional comparison also shows that Dong, Maonan and
Mulam language are closer, while Shui language has its own aspect and different
from others.

Keywords : Kam-Sui language; Tai language in China; Dong-Shui; Maonan; Mulam
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