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Gender Politics in Kanok Lai Botan, the Sino-Thai

Interracial Romance Novel

Nanphatchaon Phumithammarat
Independent scholar

Email: nanphatchaontong@gmail.com

Abstract: This article aims at studying Kanok Lai Botan, the Sino -Thai interracial
romance novel, written by Si Fa Ladawan as a cultural text representing gender
politics and its associated politics. The study reveals that gender politics in the
novel, along with different political ideologies, class politics and the politics of
ethnicity, are deployed as barriers of the romance. Gender politics and its
intersectionality affect protagonists and their relationship with other characters.
The resolution of the romance-oriented plot is achieved by the female
protagonist’s liberation from the cage of Thai cultural context. Ultimately, Sino-
Thai relation within the novel conveys political implication beyond the clash

between the worlds of the Communists and the liberal democracy.

Keywords: romance novel, class, ethnicity, gender, Sino-Thai relation
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