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Abstract: China and Thailand have established a comprehensive strategic
partnership and the bilateral cooperation generally remains effective and
fruitful. Recently, against the background of the “Belt and Road” initiative
promoted by the Chinese government, Thai society is strongly affected by the
influence from China. Anecdotal evidence, however, suggests an increasing
negative perception of China’s influence among some Thais. This article reports
the findings of a recent survey on Thai people’s perceptions on China as well
as their opinions on Sino-Thai relationship. We further analyze the possible
reasons behind the diversified opinions among Thai occupational/social groups

and provide policy suggestions to the policy makers in both of the countries.
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