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A Study of Common Errors in the Chinese Writing for Thai
Learners: A Case Study of the First Year Students in Chinese
Language Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences,

Prince of Songkla University, Pattani Campus

Nareerat Watthanawelu
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Songkla University, Pattani, 94000, Thailand

E-mail: nareerat.s@psu.ac.th

Abstract: This research is emphasis on a study of common errors in the Chinese
writing of Thai learners. In this study, the target group were the first year student
in Chinese Language Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Prince
of Songkla University, Pattani Campus (in total 22 persons). The aims of this
research are (i) to study the common errors in the Chinese writing for Thai
students, (ii) The results of this research can be used to revise and develop
teaching techniques in Chinese language more effectively. In this research, all
data were gathering from exercises, quizzes, midterm and final exams in Basic
Chinese | and Basic Chinese Il modules during academic year 2014 (August 2014
- May 2015) and questionnaires. Then, the descriptive statistics has been used
to analyze the gathered data. Common errors have been categorized into two
types of Chinese calligraphy: (i) Wrongly Written Characters, and (i) Missed Use
Characters.

From this study, it can be observed that wrongly written Chinese
characters errors occur more frequently than errors by using another character
instead of the correct character. The most common error in Chinese calligraphy
is an error in the stroke, especially, in the stroke style errors. By considering the
character components errors, it has been found that the most common error is
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error appearance of Chinese character components. In common errors about
using wrong character, it has been shown that the students mostly using similar
appearance character instead of the correct characters.

Finally, it can be investigated that Chinese writing errors can be occurred
by the influence and intervention of mother tongue, target languages and other
foreign languages, false concepts in textbooks or teaching materials, and left-
handed. In addition to use the appropriate textbooks, it could be suggested that
instructors can play the main role to help students to avoid Chinese writing

errors.

Keywords: Learning Error; Chinese Characters; Chinese Language Program
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