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Sheng Mingli: A Chinese Kapitan Who is Deified as a God
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Abstract: This article examines how Sheng Mingli, a Hakka community leader
appointed as the first Chinese kapitan of Seremban, Negeri Sembilan, is
worshipped as a ¢od in Malaysia. The study finds that Ye Yalai, one of Sheng
Mingli’s subordinates who moved and worked in a tin mine in Kuala Lumpur
after the brutal death of Sheng Mingli, is a key figure who started deifying him
as “Xianshiye.” Additionally, there are folktales about the connection
between Sheng Mingli’s spirit and Ye Yalai. One of them has it that Ye Yalai
wanted to use Sheng Mingli as a symbol to unite Hakka people together and
to strengthen his power over Chinese communities in Kuala Lumour. Originally,
only Hakka mine workers had deified Sheng Mingli as their god before the

belief spread to Chinese mine workers from other culture groups.

Keywords: Sheng Mingli; Malaysia; Chinese god; Xianshiye; Ye Yalai
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