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Abstract: Oversea Chinese’s problem had gradually attracted the attention
from the authorities of Siam due to the growth of immigrant’s population
since the beginning of 20th century. In order to strengthen management over
Chinese immigrants in Siam, the Siam government began to formulate
relevant immigration policies against new coming immigrants. According to the
historical evidence collected from the national archives, there is a slight
discrepancy between King Rama V and his ministers after the new policy was
formulated. The two sides had different considerations and plans when facing
the oversea Chinese issues. That is, policies formulated by ministers had
realistic basis, it helped to enhance the management and control of Siam
government to Chinese immigrants, and it also brought the considerable
revenue to the government, which was largely in Siam’s national interest.
However, in the process of time, relevant policies had been eventually
implemented.

Keywords: Siam; King Rama V; Oversea Chinese; immigration policy;
immigration
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