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Abstract: The legend of Zheng He has been told in Thai society for a long
time. After the death of the Commander in Chief of the Ming-era treasure
fleet, Chinese people in Ayudhaya created stories which connected Zheng He
to various sites and buildings, appearing in Zhang Xie’s book of “Dong Xi Yang
Kao”, such as, Wat Phanan Choeng, stupas, and traditional Chinese archways.
These connections are the result of their faith in Zheng He.

This article aims to understand the legend of Zheng He in Thailand from
the book of “Dong Xi Yang Kao”. The study shows that several sites
mentioned in the book exist in reality, while the legend of Zheng He are
partly based on true stories. Since “Dong Xi Yang Kao” is written 184 years
after his death, fantasy and anecdotes are probably added, and eventually

become the legend what we know from “Dong Xi Yang Kao”.
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