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Abstract: The study of lexical and semantic changes of Buddhist Chinese
idiomatic expressions and Thai idiomatic expressions with similar meanings
indicates Buddhist doctrines and values of Chinese and Thai people in different
periods, including factors that cause occurrences and changes of idiomatic
expressions. The article aims to do a comparative study of Chinese idiomatic
expressions which have been influenced by Buddhism and Thai idiomatic
expressions, the latter being both related and unrelated to Buddhism, analyzing
the ways of comparison on lexical and semantic changes in Chinese and Thai
idiomatic expressions. The comparison showed that the changes in 239 Chinese
idiomatic expressions influenced by Buddhism and Thai idiomatic expressions
could be divided into 2 distinct categories: lexical changes and semantic
changes. The lexical changes could be divided into 4 types: homophones,
synonyms, similar comparisons, and word orders. The semantic changes could
be separated into 4 groups: new meanings, opposite meanings, narrowing
meanings, and broadening meanings. In conclusion, the lexical and semantic
changes in Buddhist Chinese idiomatic expressions and Thai idiomatic
expressions with similar meanings depend on cultural characteristics or
environmental factors in the society. Therefore, idiomatic expressions have new
structures or new semantic changes according to things or factors in society.

Keywords: Buddhism; changes; lexical;, semantic; Chinese and Thai idiomatic

expressions
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