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Column Couplets in Thai - Chinese Temple
A Case Study of Tsi Shan Temple in the HatYai District Songkhla Province?
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Chinese Section, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Kasetsart University
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Received: 28™ August 2023 Revised: 18" December 2023 Accepted: 19™ December 2023

Abstract: Column couplets are couplets written in Chinese and carved on the column. Column couplets
are special type of Chinese verse. The skill of writing Chinese couplets is keeping symmetry, two sentences
of couplets must have the same number of characters, and the first sentence is on the right side,
the second sentence is on the left side. Column couplets can be found in most of the Thai - Chinese
temples in Thailand. This study had investigated Tsi Shan Temple and collected all the column couplets
of the temple. Author had translated couplets from Chinese to Thai, studied the structure and assessed
the historical value of column couplets, the result shows that Tsi Shan Temple has a long history but
the history about the temple abbot who is also the column couplets writer may not have been recorded
in the history of the temple. And as the reason of the decline of the author's Chinese proficiency, column
couplets of the temple have changed in meaning, structure and historical value with times changing.
And with the theory of cross-cultural commmunication and the theory of Herbert Marshall McLuhan,
the medium is the message. Culture always must adapt itself to the development of society. There for,

couplets in Tsi Shan temple made a change from the cool medium to the hot medium.

Keywords: Column couplets; Tsi Shan temple; meaning; prosody; literary value

2 The article is a part of the Ph.D. thesis entitled “A Study of Couplets in Thai-Chinese Temple”, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty
of Humanities, Kasetsart University with Assoc. Prof. Dr. Kanokporn Numthong as the main advisor and Asst. Prof. Dr. Siriwan Likhidcharoentham

as the coordinate advisor.
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