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Abstract: The Tributary System for Foreign Relations during the Yuan Dynasty, 1271-1368 (B.E. 1814-1911),
Objectives: This study aims to investigate: (1) the tributary system for foreign relations during the Yuan
Dynasty, and (2) its significant role in international relations. Methodology this research employs
the analysis of historical data from Chinese chronicles and relevant ancient documents. Scope of Study:
The study considers the interconnectedness between the tributary system and key factors, including:
(1) the transportation system during the Yuan Dynasty; (2) the tributary system during the Yuan Dynasty;
(3) the patterns of international trade during the Yuan Dynasty; (4) international cultural relations during
the Yuan Dynasty; and (5) key factors promoting the foreign relations of the Yuan Dynasty. Findings:
The study reveals that the tributary system for foreign relations during the Yuan Dynasty brought about
a context of development and change. The transportation system facilitated international communication
and exchange. The unique characteristics of the tribute missions fostered amicable international relations,
which were linked to diverse patterns of international trade. This led to cultural exchanges in religion, art,
science, and technology, and fostered an open foreign policy, business regulations conducive to trade,
and an efficient transportation system. Despite its origins in the expansion of power through the tributary
system, it ultimately led to a significant connection between the East and the West, the effects of which

have continued to develop and build upon civilization to the present day.

Keywords: Yuan Dynasty; Foreign relations; Silk Road; Tributary system
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